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‘SYNTHETIC’ BELLS.

Bells reproduced from gramophone records and broad-
cast through amplifiers from church towers are heard in
these days in many places. Such imitations are deplored
for many reasons, but we have not heard that there has
yet been any application for an installation of this kind
which has been challenged before a Consistory Court.
The apparatus cannot be set up without a faculty, but
there are now a number of churches where it is used.
It was not until the installation of * synthetic ' bells was
made at St. John’s, Weymouth, about a year ago that
ringing organisations took any serious steps to raise the
question with diocesan authorities, and then the Dorches-
ter District of the Salisbury Guild sent its protest to the
Bishop. From recent information it appears that the
question has received serious attention in the diocese.
The Bishop investigated the subject with his Archdeacons
and arrived at a decision which is, perhaps, a fair com-
promise as far as it goes. In future the Advisory Com-
mittee, we understand, will not advise a faculty for 1syn-
thetic ’ bells if a bell or peal is already available in the
church.

That, at any rate, is so much gained, but there are
other dangers, the chief of which is that, in the design
of future churches, architects, with an eye on cost, will
content themselves with, a shell of a tower, knowing that
if the structure will A 'carry a ring of bells the gramo-
phone substitute may De employed. There is nothing,
we believe, to stop this being done, because (we write
subject to correction) until a church is consecrated the
Advisory Committee have no official voice in its build-
ing, and the Chancellor has no veto upon such an instal-
lation. New' churches usually go up in districts where
there is no traditional interest in bells and no one to take
any action in arousing interest. The only course open in
regard to new churches is to endeavour to obtain the
moral support of Bishops and Archdeacons, so that
they may use their influence in securing, where a tower
is part of the design of the church, that it shall be a struc-
ture sufficiently strong to take a ringing peal of bells,
even if, for the time being, such a peal cannot be pro-
vided. In these days of economy, churches are too often
designed without any tower at all, but where a tower is
included it ought not to be too much to ask that it shall
be built sufficiendy strong to fulfil the original purpose of
all church towers. Shams and imitations should not be
encouraged in anything to do with the Church, least of
all in the buildings in which worship is to be carried on,
perhaps, for centuries. Real towers and real bells ought
not to be replaced with brick shells and gramophone
records. It savours of shoddy and make-believe.
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TWELVE BELL PEALS.

LONDON.
THE ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS.
On Saturday, Februaty 4, 1939, m Four Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Cathedral Church of St. Saviour, Southwark,
A PEAL OF OXFORD TREBLE BOB MAXIMUS, 5040 CHANCES |
Tenor 50 cwt. in B,

Horace Belcber ...Treble Raymond G. Cousins... 7
Herbert Langdon e 2 D aniel D. Cooper ... 8
Henry G. Miles.. . ... 3 Alfred B. Peck.. 9
R. Congravb F’rldgeon .. 4 Jack A. W augh 10
William H. Pasmore ... b5 Richard F. Deal F T A
Jack M. Cripps .o 6 Frank E.Darby ... Tenor

Composed and Conducted by Frank E. Darby.

LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Thiity-Seven Minutes,
At this Cathedal Church of St. Martin.
A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5019 CHANGES;
Tenor 23 cwt. 12 Ib.

eGeoffrey Harrison Treble Harry Broughton......... 7
W . Ernest Rawson... 2 Frederick H. Dexter ... 8
Joseph S. Carter 3 Arnold Brunton ... 9
J. Frederick Milner 4 Joseph A. Fknton ... 10
Harry G. Wayne 5 C. Ferguson Howitt o1
‘Ricbard F. Roe 6 «Artbur Dbbbnbam ... Tenor

Composed by F. H. Dexter.
“m First peal on twelve bells.

Conducted by A, Brunton.
First peal as conductor on twelve bells.
KIDDERMINSTER, WORCESTERSHIRE.

THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939. in Three Hours and 7 wenty-Eight Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,

A PEAL OF STEDMAN CINQUES, 5019 CHANGES;
Tenor 24 cwt.

Howard Howell Treble I George W. Hughes 7
Herbert Knight ... 2 Percy N. G. Rainey ... 8
Barnabas G. Key ..o 3 "Norman G. Leech 9
Christopher W allater ... 4 Gilbert Harding

William Fisher 5 Thomas J. Elton
Harold Shith 6 Charles H. W oodberry...T ewor

Composed by J. Cartbr.
* First peal on twelve bells.

Conducted by H. Howb11.

TEN BELL PEALS.

ISLEWORTH, MIDDLESEX.
THE LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND NORTH
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, January 28, 1939, in Three Hours and Six Minutes,
At the church of all Saints,
A PEAL OF 8TEDMAN CATERS, 5031 CHANGES!
Teoar 16~ cwt.

Thomas W. Taffender ..Treble Francis D.Bishop .6
Thomas H. Taffender ... 2 E. Ralph Mackrill .7
Miss Olive L. Asbbrook ... 3 Harry Wingrove 8
Ernest J. King 4 F. Donald Boreham.. .9
Charles W. O ttley .. 3 Norman H. Manning.. ... Tenor

Composed by F. Dencb. Conducted by T homas H. Taffender.

NORWICH.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Tuesday,January 31, 1939, in Three Hours and Thirty-Nine Minutes,
At the Church of St. Pbter Mancroft,
A PEAL OF BOB ROYAL, 6040 CHANGES]
Tenor 37 cwt. 3qr. 15 1b. in C.

*Miss G. E. M. Tunnadine Treble Nolan Golden 6
tMiss Dorothy L. Ditcham 2 Albert G. Warnes 7
Clifford Bird ..cccceevviennens 3 TGborge Saybr 8
Gborgb Mayers 4 Bertie J. Howchin........... 9
eCedric Curson 5 W illiam G. Mayer Tenor

Composed by Jambs Gborge
* First peal Ol ten bells,

Conducted by Notran Golden.
t First peal of Bob Royal.
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EIGHT BELL PEALS.

APPLETON, BERKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Laurbnce,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, S040 CHANGES;
Tenor 14! cwt.
Frederick Messenger ... 5
fFRANCis A. W bitb Georgb Holifibld
Fredbrick C. White 3 Richard Wbithb ..
Arthur H. W hite....... 4 Ernest Cadbl
Conducted by Gborgb Holifibld.
+ First peal on an *inside ' bell.
RUARDEAN, GLOUCESTERSHIRE.
THE GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
(South Forest Brancb.)
Ohn Saturday, January 28, 1939, in Three Hours and Twelve Minutes,
At the Church of St. John,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, S040 CHANGES)
Rev. C. D.P.Davies’ One-part. Tenor 16 cwt.

Holt's Tbn-part.
=Frank W hite

* First peal.

Josbpb Harper. ... Treble J. Wbbb 3
John Austin...... .2 J. W. Dauvis. 6
John Clark... 3 William Bishop.. 7
George Wilks 4 Harold Mbbk ... Tenor

Conducted by Jobn Austin.
Rung with the bells half-muffled as a last token of respect to
Howard Reid, a much respected member of the Ruardean company.
NORTH ELMHAM, NORFOLK.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, January 30, 1939, in Three Hours and Eighteen Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5280 CHANGES]
Tenor 20 cwt.

John A. Godfrey ...Treble Robert Marsh 5
Lestie W. Page 2 W ittiam R. West 6
Chartles E. Copbman.. 3 W atter C. Medler 7
Eric Durrant ... 4 Ernest V. Blake ... Tenor

Composed by F. N. Golden. Conducted by E. V. B 1ake.
DARTFORD, KENT.
THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Monday, January 30, 1939, in Three Hours and Two Minutes,
At the Chuech of the Holy Trinity,
A PEAL OF YORK8HIRE 8URPRISE MAJOR. 5088 CHANCES |
Tenor i8] cwt. in E flat.
...Treble

Herbert E. Audslby Geoffrey V. Murphy ... 3

Harry Hoskins. .2 *James E. Bailey 6
Derek M. Sbarp 3 George H. Cross 7
eJobn W beadon . 4 Philip A. Corby ... Tenor

Composed by A. Craven. Conducted by H. E. Audsley.

* First peal in the method. First peal in the method on the bells.
A birthday compliment to the conductor and to Mr. J. M. Bailey, of
Leiston, Suffolk.

SAWLEY, DERBYSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, February 2,1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of All Saint*,
A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES]
Tenor 9} cwt.

W. Richardson D rags ...Treble Girtling Rigby e 5
W iltiam Dawson  ........ 2 Ernest Morris ... 6
Charles Hutchinson .. 3 Charles Gbary e 1
Wittiam H. T. King cccoeenen. 4 Edmund C. Cbasty ...Tenor

Composed by Canon G. H. Ridout. Conducted by Ernest Morris

TOWER CLOCKS J. B.

Weight Driven or Electric by the
WORLD'S OLDEST MAKERS
Established Over 300 Years

ILLUSTRATED ART CATALOGUE ON REQUEST
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NOTTINGHAM.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
Oh Thursday, February 2, 1939, in Three Hours and Five Minutes,
At the Chuech of St. Pet**.
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES;

Tenor 21 cwt. in E.
eHarold Brown ...I'reble Frank Bradley ... .. b
W alter Nichols 2 J. Alprbd Barratt ... b
John E. Hobbs..... 3 Ralph N arborough e T
Frank W. Brown 4 Frbdbrick A. Salter... ..Tenor

Composed by G. F. W ittiams. Conducted by Frbdbrick A. Salter
* First peal of Major and first attempt.
ERDINGTON, BIRMINGHAM.

THE ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM.

On Saturday, February 4,1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Barnabas,
A PEAL OF STEOMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Hbywood's T ransposition of Thurstans' Four-part.

Tenor 154 cwt.

eAlbert L. Pettigrew ...Treble tAi1prbd J. Allen .. 5
George F. Swann ... 2 Frederick W. Risbwortb 6
Ronald I. Shepherd .. 3 Fred Price . 7
W illiam Pettigrbw ... 4 Allen Sbort .. Tenor

Conducted by George F. Swann.

* First peal away from the tenor, t First peal. Arranged and rung
as a compliment to the Rev. Canon Swindell, 49 years Vicar of
Erdington, on his 84th birthday.

PRESTWICK, LANCASHIRE.
THE LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Five Minutes,
At tbb Cburcb of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5056 CHANGES;
Tenor 16 cwt.

Norman Berry ... Treble W ittiam Brammbr ... 5
Hbrbbrt A. McKinnbl 2 Stanley N. Harrison ... 6
«Gborgb A. Bell 3 John H assell .7
Frank Rbynolds 4 Cecil Raddon .. Tenor

Composed by W. Berry. Conducted by F. Rbynolids.
* First peal of Bob Major. First peal as conductor.
BOURNEMOUTH, HAMPSHIRE.

THE WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and 1 wenty Minutes.
At the Church of St. Peter,

A PEAL OF SUPERLATIVE SURPRISE MAJOR, 5058 CHANCES ;

Tenor 203 cwt. in E
Francis S. Beaumont ..Treble Arthur V. Davis ... 3
F. Frankland Rigby... 2 W illiam E. Cheatbr ... 6
George W illiams 3 Reginald A. Reed ... 7
William B. Cartwright ... 4 Frederick W. Rogers ...Tenor

Composed by A. Knights. Conducted by Fredbrick W. Rogers.
First peal of Major on the bells since recasting by Messrs. Taylor
and Co., and first peal of Surprise rung in the tower.

DUNMOW, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
Oh Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Sixteen Minutes, S
At the Church of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF 8UPERLATIVE 8URPRISE MAJOR, 5058 CHANCES;
Tenor 21$ cwt.

*Richard Portway Treble Hitda G. Snowden ... 3
Ronald Suckling .2 George Saunders ... 6
eDonald N. Jennings ... 3 Lewis W. W iffen 4
eGeorge Schluetbr....... 4 H. Walter Smitb ...Tenor

Composed by C. J. Sbdglby.
* First peal in the method.

JOYCE & CO. LTD.

WHITCHURCH, SALOP

We have experts vitirin* all parts of the British Islet, and shall Iba
Pleased to carry out restorations or live reports retarding
any make of Tower Clock

Conducted by Lewis W. W iffbn.
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BUSHEY, HERTS. SIX BELL PEALS.

THE HERTFORD COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, Fibruary4, 1939, in TwoHours and Forty-Four Minutes, STISTED, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.

A* the Church of Si. laxes, . . . .
A PEAL OF ZETLAND SURPRISE MAJOR, S0S6 CHANGES: On Sunday, January 22, 1939, inTwo Hours and Thirty-Five Minutes,
At the Chubch of All Saints,

Tenor 13 cwt. A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES:

John E. Rootes Treble Christopher W. Woolley 3 . , )
Henry Hodgbtts 2 Edwin Jennings .. 6 Being 720 St. Clement’s, two 720's Kent Treble Bob, 1,440 Oxford
Maurice F. R. Hibbbrt 3 Erancis Kirk 7 Treble Bob and two 720's of Plain Bob. Tenor 9J cwt. in A.
Frederick W. Brinklow ... 4 Harold G. Cashmore ...Tenor Ralph Bird .4Trezble Reginald G. Simmonds ... 4
Albert L. Dixsy Ronald Suckling ... 3
Composed and Conducted by H. G. Cashmore. Geoffrey Evbrbit. 3 Victor Mortey . " renor

The first peal in the method.
ESCRICK, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Three Minutes,
At the Chubch of St. Helen,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5088 CHANGES;
Tenor 13 cwt. 1 gr. 11 Ib. in F.

-Conducted by Ralph Bird.
* First peal in more than one method.
CLIFFORD. HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Sunday, January 22,1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Two Minutes,
At thb Parish Church.

A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

"Stedman H. Stee Treble Frbd Terry 3 ; A ) . .
"W alter Leach ... s Ronald H. Dove 6 Being six 120's of Canterbury Pleasure and 36 of Grandsire, 14 callings.
Horace S. Morley 3 «William Hawley 7 Tenor 12£ cwt.
«Mrs. E. Bradley 4 Edward B radlby _Tenor Bbrnard H. Davies Treble Frederick J. W atkins .. 4
Composed by T. Lockwood. Conducted by E. Bradley. avid H. Bennett 2 Albert E. Jones.......
James P. Hybtt 3 Ricbard J. Gwatkin

* First peal in the method.

HEADCORN, KENT. Conducted by D. H. Bennett.

THE KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION. TENDRING, ESSEX.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Seven Minutes, THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
At the Church of SS. Pbtbr and Paul, On Monday, January 23, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Six Minutes,
A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5024 CHANGES; At the Church of St. Edmund.
Tenor 24 cwt. A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
PHiLir Hodgkin Treble W ittiam A. Oldfield ... 5 Seven different 72Q's. Tenor 7j cwt.

Charles H. Sone 2 T bomas E. Sone 6 Gborgb E. Jennings ...Treble Miss Violet A. Frost ... 4
Percy Page ... — 3 Robert T. Lambert.. 7 "Albert Halbs 2 (Harry Laitt ... 3
W illiam W bnban ... 4 Luther J. Honbss . .Tenor ICharles Marvbrn 3 Urban W. W |Idney . ...Tenor
Composed by A. Knights (No. 408). Conducted by Thomas E. Sone Conducted by-Urban W. W ildney.
GORLESTON-ON-SEA. * First peal *inside.’” t First peal.
THE NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. DARRINGTON. YORKSHIRE.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes, THE YORKSHIRYE ASSOCIATION.
A-t the Church of St. Andrew, On Tuesday, January 24, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Four Minutes,
A PEAL OF BOB MAJOR, 5040 CHANGES; At thb Church of St. Luke,
Tenor 10 cwt. A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Arthur W. Bird ~Treble  Artbur G. King 3 Being four 720's of Oxford Treble Bob Minor and three of Kent Treble
R. William Barber. 2 Alfred J. Moy ... 6 Bob Minor. Tenor 13 cwt.
"Stanley W. Gall .3 tJOHN DENTON . 7 M rs. Edward Bradley ...Treble wirriam Hawley .. 4
Clayton Parnell ... 4 +Dbnis A. Baylbs . Tenor Harry C. Walters 2 Charles Brown.......... ... 5
Composed by B. Annable. Conducted by Denis A. Baylbs. Edward Bradley 3 Albert T. Strangward _..Tenor
* First peal of Bob Major. t First peal of Major. First peal of Conducted by Harry C. W alters.

Bob Major on the bells.
WORTLEY, YORKSHIRE.
THE YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

(Barnsley and District Society.)

TRYSULL, STAFFS.
THE SOCIETY FOR THE ARCHDEACONRY OF STAFFORD.
Oh Wednesday, January 25,1939, in Two Hoursand Fifty-One Minutes,

On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Three Hours and Eight Minutes, At tbb Church of Al Saints,
At thb Churem of St Leonard A PEAL OF STEDMAN DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

A PEAL OF KENT TREBLE BOB MAJOR, 5184 CHANGES; Being 4? six-scores, 12 callings.bI Tenor 11 cwt. 17 Ib.
Tenor 12 cwt. 17 Ib. in G. @J.D enis Holden ... Treble Harold Smitb ... ... 4

Barnabas G. Key . 2 Howard Howell 5
Wiilliam A. Woolbr... .Treble John R. Brbarlby ... 3 . .
TRogbr Hawksworth ... 3 fJAMEs Davies ... ...Tenor
Artbur Panther 2 James H. Charlesworth ... 6
W illie Grben 3 Arthur Gill s 7 Conducted by Howard Howell.
Ernest Brookbs... . 4 Danibl Smith ... Tenor * First peal of Doubles, t First peal of Stedman. First peal of
Composed by G. Lewis. Conducted by Daniel Smitb. Doubles as conductor. Rung half-muffled as a last token <f respect

to Mr. Martin Burke, a ringer at this church for over 40 years.
SHIRLEY, WARWICKSHIRE.

T H E R I N G E R S ’ H A N D B O O K THE ST. MARTIN'SBI(F?'\leIINDGHIZONIIQI THE DIOCESE OF

by E. S. and M. POWELL. On Wednesday, January 25, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,
Containing full and complete instruction from the first handling At the Church of St. James-thb-G reat
of a bell to the ringing and conducting of peals of Grandsire, : .
Stedman, Plain Bob and Kent Treble Bob. . A P_EAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Large selection of Compositions included. Being seven different 720's. Tenor 6£ cwt.
Price:— Complete edition, to 8 bells, cloth, 120pp., 2/9 Danibl T. Matkin -.Treble  Sidney O'C. Hotloway ... 4
(6 copies for 15/-), 6 nell edition sewn, paper covers Gborgb H. Williams ... 2 tARTBUR Morris . 5
64pp_' 1/2 (6 copies for 6/*)_ 'Ronald |I. Shepherd 3 "Norman J. Goodman.. .. Tenor
Obtainable only post free from Rev. E. 8. POWELL, Conducted by D aniet T. Matkin.

* First peal of Minor, t First peal of Minor away from the treble.

Staverton Vicarage, near Daventry. . A
First peal of Minor on tower bells and as conductor.
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NOTTINGHAM.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, January 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At thb Chdrch of St. Marv-thb-Virgin,
Seven 720's each called differently. Tenor 10 cwt. 3 gr. 24 Ib.

eHarold Brown ....cccooovuuinnnns I'reble Frank Bradley 4
Frederick A. Salter . 2 W alter Nicbols 3
JH aROLD P aRFREMENT ... 3 R alph Narborodgh ... Tenor

Conducted by Ralph Narborodgh.

* First peal on tower bells and first peal of Minor,
Minor away from the treble.

DARLINGTON.

THE DURHAM AND NEWOASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
On Friday, January 27, 1939, in Two Hours and Thirty-Six Minutes,
At the Church of the Holt Trinity,

A PEAL OF SURPRISE MINOR, 5010 CHANGES;

Being seven extents, viz.: (1) Carlisle; (2) Canterbury and New-
castle; (3) London and Wells; (4) York and Durham; (5) Chester and
Mundcn; (6) Surfleet and Beverley; (7) Cambridge. Tenor 7£ cwt.

t First peal of

Robert Jefp.....c...... ...Treble George W. Park ... 4
W ittiam O liver... L. 2 W. Norman Park ... 5
Richard Bdsby ... .. 3 Roland Park ... Tenor

Conducted by Roland Park.
Rlung to celebrate the birth of a sou to Mr. and Mrs. w. Norman
Parle.
BURNHAM-ON-CROUCH, ESSEX.
THE ESSEX ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Thirty-Three Minutes,
At the Chdrch of St. Mary,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being one 720 of Cambridge Surprise and two 720's each of Oxford
Treble Bob, Kent Treble Bob and Plain Bob.

Harry Stebbings .Treble , Frank C. May

William G. Gridley. 2 Albert E. North

W illiam S. May . 3 | Frank B. Lufkin
Conducted by Frank B. Ldfkin.

HELLINGLY, SUSSEX.
THE SUSSEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 28, 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty-Six Minutes,
At the Chdrch of SS. Feter and Padl,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Being seven 720's called differently. Tenor 12 cwt.

Frank H. Hicks ...Treble Lbstie W. Jarvis 4
Arthdr T. Lbwry 2 George Bbknby 3
Charles A. Bassett........ 3 W ittiam A. Kitchenside ...Tenor

Conducted by W ittiam A. Kitchenside.

DRAYCOTT, STAFFORDSHIRE.
THE NORTH STAFFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, January 28. 1939, in Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Margaret,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, G040 CHANGES;

Seven different callings. Tenor 14 cwt.
Clifford Downing .Treble Harry Hall .. 4
Edward Steele..... .2 John G. Cartledge ... b5
W illiam Perkins . . 3 ...Tenor

Conducted by Andrew Thompson.

Andrew Thompson

BARNBY-IN-THE-WILLOWS, NOTTS.
THE NORTH NOTTS ASSOCIATION AND

THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.

On Saturday, January 2S, 1939, in Two Hours andTwenty-Two Minutes,
At the Church op All Saihts,

A PEAL OFA"INOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Being seven extents in 14 methods: (1) Oxford Treble Bob and Kent
Treble Bob; (2) College and WavertTee; (3) Double Bob and Fulbeck;
(4) Double Oxford and Thelwnll; (5) St. Clement’'s and Childwall;

(6) Oxford Bob and Plain Bob; (7) Double Court and Court Bob.

Tenor 6i cwt.
eEric W ilcock .ceiieeeiiieenn. Treble mJohn C. Vessey......... . 4
Miss D orothy V bssey 2 Kenneth W. M ayer

... 5
«John F. Pearson .3 Jack L. Millhousb . ...Tenor
Conducted by Jack L. Millhousb.

* First peal in 14 methods. First peal in 14 methods as conductor.
There were 103 changes of method. s
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LITTLE COMBERTON, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
(Southern Branch.)
On Saturday, January 28, 1939,in Two Hours and Forty-Seven Minutes,
At the Church of St. Petbr,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being four six-scores of Plain Bob and 38 of Grandsire, with ten
callings. Tenor 14 cwt.

Sam Moore _ .o ...Treble Charilbs Edwin .. 4
Joseph E. Newman _ 2 Edward Moorb... . 5
Ralph Harris ... . 3 Artbur Ricbardson........ Tenor

Conducted by Ralph Harris.
MEARS ASHBY, NORTHANTS.
THE PETERBOROUGH DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 28,1939, in Three Hours and Two Minutes,
At the Churcb of All Saints.
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven different extents. Tenor 11 cwt. 3 qr. 2 Ib.

eArtbur Rbadbr ... Treble | Geoffrey E. W atson ... 4
Bernard J. Saddington ... 2 Christopher G. Hendry ... 5
eWilliam G. Callis........ 3 I Sidney G. Munton  ..cccee.. Tenor

Conducted by Sidney G. Munton.
* First peal.
OLD LEAKE, LINCOLNSHIRE.
THE LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, January 28,1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Four Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mart,
A PEAL OF TREBLE BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Being seven extents in 14 methods: (1) Duke of Norfolk, College
Exercise, Norbury and Ockley; (2) Sandal, London Scholars' Pleasure,
Kingston, Capel and Oxford; (3) Old Oxford; (4) College Bob 1V.;
(5) Wulesden; (6) Ncwdigate; (7) Cambridge Surprise.
Tenor 12 cwt. (approx.).

eDonald Flatters ... Treble Aivert E. Flatters. 4
W illiam W ilkinson L2 Cyril W ander . 5
Arthur Young ... ., 3 John R. Kemp .. Tenor

Conducted by A. Young.

* First peal of Minor. First peal in 14 methods by all except con-
ductor. First peal as conductor.

EXHALL, WARWICKSHIRE.
THE WARWICKSHIRE GUILD.
Oh Saturday, January 28, 1939, i* Two Hours and Thirty-Four Minutes,
At tbb Cburchb of St. Giles,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven 720's. Tenor 6J cwt.

eCharles Gardbnbr... Treble Frank W. Perrens 4
Ernest Stone 2 Jobn W. Taylor 5
tJoaN Taylor .. 3 George Gardener  ......... Tenor
Conducted by Jobn W. Taylor.

* First peal, t First peaj of Minor on an 'inside’ bell. First peal

as conductor.
CLIFFORD, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Tuesday, January 31, 1939, m Two Hours and Fifty Minutes,
At thk Church of St. Mari.
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being 720 each of Morning Star, Clifford, Porcy's Pleasure. Canterbury
Pleasure, Reverse Canterbury, London Doubles and Grandsire.
Tenor 12£ cwt.

Edward J. Hill _.Treble
=Frederick J. W atkins ... 2 Jambs P. Hyett e .
eAlbbrt E. Jones .o 3 ‘Richard J. Gwatkin.......... Ttnor
Conducted by J. P. Hyett.
* First peal in seven methods. Rung as a farewell to R. J. Gwatkin.
SUTTON, HEREFORDSHIRE.
THE HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Thursday, February 2, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Seven Minutes,
At thb Cburch of St. Nicholas,

A PEAL OF GRANDSIRE DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;
Being 42 six-scores, 10 callings. Tenor 11 cwt.
Treble Austin T. Wingatb........ 4
Ernbst Williams Ernest F. Salmons
Georgs T. CoustNs... 3 W illiam E, Hinsby

Conducted by Austin T. Wingate.

David H. Bennett...

eLeonard Attwood

* First peal.
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CAPENHUHST, CHESHIRE.
THE CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Thrte Hours and Fifty-Eight Minutes,
At thb Chorcb or thb Holy Trinity.

A PEAL OF SURPRISE MINOR, 7200 CHANGES;
Comprising one extent each of Canterbury, Carlisle, Chester, Beverley,
Surfleet, York, Durham, London, Wells end Cambridge.
Tenor 11 cwt. 3 gT. 15 Ib. in G.

W ittiam E. Fibtchbr  ...Treble Ralph G. Edwards T
Lester L. Gray 2 Gborgb Lbdsham e 5
Frank Varty ... 3 Thomas Rogers ... ...Tenor

Conducted by Frank Varty.
First peal in ten methods and longest length for all the band.
FULMER, BUCKS.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty Minutes,
At the Church of St. Jambs,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

ieing 720 each of Beverley, Surfleet, Norwich and Cambridge Surprise,
Kent Treble Bob, Oxford Treble Bob and Plain Bob. Tenor 7J cwt.

T.John Fowlbr...... Treble | George Martin 4
Kathleen E. Fletcher ... 2 George Guttbridge... 3
Dorothy R. Fletcher 3 IHarry Wingrovb ... Tenor

Conducted by Harry Wingrovb.
KIRKBY MALLORY, LEICESTER.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
(Hinckley District.)
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Two Houts and Forty-Four Minutes,
At the Chdrch of All Saints,
A PEAL OF DOUBLES, 5040 CHANGES;

Being 730 each of April Day, Canterbury and Plain Bob, and 1,440 each
of St. Simon’s and Grandsire. Tenor 9 cwt.

eMichael E. Razby ...Treble Francis R. Deacon ... ... 4
Malcolm E. Bacon ... ... 2 N orman Statham . 3
E. Aobrby Burch .. 3 Jambs Preston ... Tenor

Conducted by F. R. Deacon.
*  First peal.
Rung as a farewell to M. Razey.

WYCHBOLD, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE WORCESTERSHIRE AND DISTRICTS ASSOCIATION.
(Western Branch.)
On Saturday. February 4 ,1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Five Minutes,
At the Church of St. Mary-de-W yche,
A PEAL OF MINOR, 6040 CHANGES;

Being one 720 each of Cambridge Surprise, Oxford Treble Bob, Kent
Treble Bob, Double Oxford, St. Clement's, Oxford Bob and Plain Bob.
Tenor 11} cwt.

eWaltbr H. Raxtbr........ Treble Gborgb E. Large
Allen Morgan 2 Rbginald W oodyatz ... b5
William Ranford .. 3 Thomas W. Lewis
Conducted by George E. Large.
* First Geven-method peal.
HOPE VILLAGE, NORTH WALES.
THE NORTH WALES ASSOCIATION.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Two Hoursand Fifty Minutes,
At the Parish Church,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Tenor 10 cwt.
....................... Treble Jack L. Evans ... .. 4
2 Horace L. W ait
.. 3 tjAMBS W. Fuller
Conducted by J. H. Furier.
+ First peal of Minor and first attempt.
BRIGHTWELL, BERKSHIRE.
THE OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.
On Saturday, February 4, 1939, in Two Hours and Forty-Nine Minutes,
At tbe Church of St. Agatha,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;
Seven differently called 720's. Tenor 11 cwt.

*Fred Homan
flack Dean
tJoi Griffiths..

...Tenor

* First peal.

«J. Raymond Peashb ..Treble tFRANE Castell ... 4
«John Castell 2 W altbr V. W ebb .3
Edward V, Naish e 3 Otliver G. Barnard... .. Tenor
Conducted by Otiver G. Barnard.
*  First peal of Minor, t First peal. First peal of Minor on the

bells. Rung on the eve of the patronal festival.
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HANDBELL PEALS.
BELGRAVE, WORCESTERSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Thursday, January 26, 1939, in Two Hours and Twenty-Five Minutes,
At the Bull's Hbad Imn,
A PEAL OF STEDMAN TRIPLES, 5040 CHANGES;
W ashbrook's Variation OF Thurstans' Four-part.
Tenor, size 17} in A flat.
W alter P. W hitehead 1-2 1 Ernbst Morris
Edward R. W hiiebead 341 'Wittiam Bottrill
Conducted by Waltbr P. Whbiibbead.
"in hand ' and first attempt.
KELHAM, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.

On Sunday, February 5, 1939, in One Hour and Thirty-Nine Minutes.
At the Church of St. Wilfrid, Kblham Theological College,
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANGES;

Seven 720's called differently.
.................... 1-2 | *T. Barlow B rown
Albbrt F. Sargent 3-6

Conducted by Albert F. Sargent.
* First peal on 34.
KELHAM, NOTTINGHAMSHIRE.
THE MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
On Sunday, February 5, 1939, in One Hour and Forty-Five Minutes.
At tbb House of the Sacred Mission.
A PEAL OF BOB MINOR, 5040 CHANCES;
Seven 720's called differently.
*Michael A. Wiggins 1-2 |Philip J. Boulsover.........
Albert F. Sargent 3-6
Conducted by A. F. Sargent.

3-6
7-8

* First peal

James T rainer

* First peal.

HEREFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.

KINGTON DISTRICT'S ACTIVITIES.

The Kington District Branch of the Hereford Diocesan Guild held
their annual meeting at Lyonshall on Saturday, January 28th. Ring-
ing took place in the afternoon, and the Guild’s form of service was
conducted by the Vicar of Titley (the Rev. A. S. Hutchinson), in the
absence of the Rev. Ellison (Vicar of Lyonshall) through illness. The
local captain of the ringers (Mr. Brown), who is also organist and
Vicar's warden, presided at the organ. Tea, prepared at the Vicarage,
was kindly given by the Vicar.

Tho business meeting was attended by 16 members.

Reference was made to the death of Mrs. Edwards, wife of the
Guild Ringing Master, and the chairman asked the members to stand
in silence to Tier memory.

Tho district secretary reported that in the past year three meetings
and five combined practices had been held. Four methods of Doubles
and four of Minor had been rung at the meetings and practices.
Eight peals of Doubles and two of Minor had been rung at tax towers,
two other peal attempts had been made, and members had rung in
peals outside the district. The District Ringing Master conducted five
peals and two other members one each, one his first on his 16th
birthday. Five members rang their first peal, three their first of
Minor and three their first of Triples. Three members had qualified
for the certificates of membership, six new members had been admitted
to the Guild, including four girls of 13 and under from one tower, and
ono honorary member.

The district officers were re-elected and a new district committee
formed.

The next meeting was arranged to be held at Weobley in May, if
cpt\)nvenient, and combined practices at Eardisland and Staunton-on-

rrow.

Votes of thanks were passed to all who had helped in any way to
make the meeting a success.

The tower was then again visited and ringing took place in various
methods of Doubles and Minor. Owing to the wintry weather, the
attendance was smaller than usual. There are six towers of six bells
%ndldone five-bell tower in the district in union with the Hereford

uild.

BELL ROPES

MADE FROM ITALIAN HEMP. OR ITALIAN FLAX.
SOFT AND PLIABLE IN HAND. ALL ROPES SENT
CARRIAGE PAID AND ON APPROVAL.
Cheap Quotations. Established 150 years. 'Phone 203.

DAVID MAXON. ROPE WORKS, CRANTHAM
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PEAL NOTES.

TWO HANDBELL PEALS AT KELHAM.

Another student at Kelham Theological College has scored his first
peal, Michael Wiggins having rung 1-2 to a liaudbell peal of Bob
Minor Ol Sunday. It was the second handbell peal rung at the
college the same day.

Tho veteran Vvicar of Erdiugton (Canon Swindell) celebrated his 84th
birthday on Saturday, and a peal of Stedman Triples was rung at
St. Barnabas’ Church in his honour. He has been Vicar of Erdington
for 49 years.

Albert L. Pettigrew, whose first peal this was, and Alfred J. Allen,
who rang his first peal away from the tenor, are young members of
the Aston band, still in their 'teens. They both rang well and show
good promise for the future. Aston is developing the right sort of
material.

The peal at Prestwich, Lancashire, on Saturday, was a birthday
compliment to Mr. G. A. Bell, who rang his first peal of Bob Major.

The peal of Bob Minor at Hope Village, North Wales, on February
4th, was arranged aud rung as a birthday peal for the conductor's
son, who was five that day, also to celebrate the christening of J. L.
Evans' first grandchild. The peal was to have been rung by the Rhyl
ringers, but one was prevented from taking part in it, and Mr. H. L.
Wait, of Watford, who is working in the district, kindly stood in and
was elected a member of the association before starting. The ringers
were kindly entertained to tea after the peal by Mr. and Mrs. Fuller,
sen.

The company at Ruardcan, Gloucestershire, has lost a much
respected member by the death of Mr. Howard Reid. A half-muffled

al of Grandsire Triples as a last token of respect was rung on

turday, January 28tn.

Thbe first pea! of Minor on the bells at Briglitwcll, Berks, was rung
ou Saturday on the eve of the patroual festival. The church is
dedicated to St. Agatha.

The peal of Superlative rung at St. Peter’s, Bournemouth, on Satur-
day, besides being the first peal of Surprise ever rung in the tower,
was also the first in the method by Messrs. F. S. Beaumont and A. V.
Davis, both members of the local company. Tlie bells were recast a
year or so ago by Messrs. Taylor and Co.

A peal of Grandsire Triples, composed by Canon G. H. Ridout, of

Johannesburg, South Africa, was rung at Sawley, Derbyshire, on
February 2nd.
A peal in seven Doubles methods at Clifford, Herefordshire, on

January 31st, was a farewell to Mr. R. J. Gwatkin, who was leaving
the district. Previous to the peal the Vicar presented Mr. Gwatkin
with a shaving outfit, in case, in appreciation of his services as a
parish clerk and ringer, the subscribers being the Vicar, church-
wardens and ringers.

PEALS IN 14 MINOR METHODS.

With 103 changes of method, 14 methods were rung in seven extents
at Barnby-in-the-Willows, Notts, on January 28th. Four of the band
rang their first peal in 14 methods, and Mr. Jack Millhouse called his
first in 14 methods.

Another peal in 14 Minor methods was rung on the same day at
Old Leake, Lincolnshire. These were all Treble Bob methods, but
splicing was employed only in the two first extents. It was the first
peal in 14 methods by all* except Mr. Arthur Young, and it was his
first peal as conductor.

After the peal of Yorkshire Surprise Major at Dartford, Kent, on
January 30th, rung as a birthday compliment to the conductor (Mr.
H. E. Audsley) and Mr. J. M. Bailey, of Leiston, Suffolk, Mr. John
Wheadon was deservedly congratulated upon breaking fresh ground
at. an ago when quite a lot of ringers are thinking of resting on their
laurels. It was Mr. Wheadon's first peal of Yorkshire.

Another member of the family of White, of Appleton, has begun
his peal ringing career. On January 28th Frank White rang the
treble to a peal of Grandsire Triples and thus follows in the long
tradition in this village, where Whites have been identified with the
bells for over a hundred years.

A peal of Bob Minor on January 28th at Mears Ashby, Northants,
was rung as a compliment to Mr. and Mrs. R. Coleman, of Kettering,
whose infant son, Graham Alfred, was baptised at All Saints’,
Pvtchley, on the previous Sunday.

The peal of Bob Major at St. Peter's, Nottingham, on Feb. 2nd, -was
Mr. F. Bradley’s 100th. He is a very greatly respected Sunday service
member of St. Peter’'s, always ready to assist young ringers and to
give every encouragement to less capable members in the tower, and
the band heartily congratulated him Oll his achievement.

It is interesting to record that his first peal, ning in January, 1924.
was Bob Major, also conducted by his fnend. Mr. F. A. Salter, and
thev have now rung 78 peals together, Mr. Salter having conducted
33 of them.

The treble ringer, Mr. Harold Brown, Tang his first tower-bell peal
the previous Thursday, a peal of Bob Minor at St. Mary’s, Notting-
ham, and the band also wish to express their appreciation of the
capable manner in which he performed his part.

Few young ringers score a peal of Stedman Cinques to celebrate
their 15th birthday, but Geoffrey Harrison, of Loughborough, has
had this distinction. He took part in a peal of Stedman Cinques at
Leicester Cathedral on Saturday, and it was a welcome return to
ringing after his recent accident, when he broke an arm.

THE RINGING WORLD
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TEN EXTENTS OF SURPRISE MINOR.

At Capenhurst, Cheshire, on Saturday, ten extents in as many
different Surprise Minor methods were rung, making, of course, 7,200
changes. It was the first peal in ten methods and the longest peal
by all the band. It occupied two minutes under four hours. Mr. G.
Ledsham rang his 25th peal, 24 of which have been rung with the
conductor, Mr. F. Varty.

The secretary of the Leicester Thursday band of P.G.'s being
engaged, on January 26th, four of the company met at the Bull's
Head, Bel~rave, Leicester (where Mr. W. Bottrill, late of the Metro-
politan Police, is *mine host’), aud rang a peal of Stedman Triples
«in hand.’

Members of the Society for the Archdeaconry of Stafford swooped
down upon St. Mary's Church, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, on
February 4th, and carried off a peal of Stedman Cinques. It was a
birthday compliment to Norman G. Leech, who rang his first peal on
twelve bells.

Mr Michael E. Razey, of Kirkby Mallory, Leicestershire, has just
joined the Royal Navy. Last Saturday, February 4th, prior to his
departure, a farewell peal of Doubles was rung, and he will take
away with him the pleasant memory of having scored his first peal.
It was also the first peal on the bells since their augmentation to six.

Zetland Surprise has now been rung by the Watford band, who
scored tho first peal in the method at Bushey on Saturday. It was
Mr. Maurice Hibbcrt's 150th Surprise peal.

Messrs. W. A. Wooler aud J. R. Brearlcy rang their 50th peal to-
gether when they took part in a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major at
Wortley, Yorkshire, on February 4th. The composition, rung for the
first time, was one by Mr. George Lewis, which contains the 4, 5 and 6
their extent in 5-6, without the 2nd in 6tli's.

THE KIDS.

The church at Wychbold, Worcestershire, where a peal in seven
Minor methods was rung on February 4th, adjoins Droitwich trans-
mitting station, whose giant masts make the church tower seem puny
in comparison.

The peal was rung by the ' Kids '—so called because they will go
peal snatching and tower grabbing when the *men’ of the branch
are away. The chief *kid ’ is young Bill Ranford, alias 1Father,
who has' now rung 449 peals and is in his 70th year. Tom Lewis,
another of the *gang,’ is nearing the two hundred mark, while the
others, although a long way behind, have fairly respectable totals.

Mr. T. E. Sone, of Paddock Wood, Kent, rang his 200th peal as
conductor, including 75 of Kent Treble Bob Major, when at Headcorn
on February 4th he called another peal in this method by Arthur
Knights, which was rung for the first time. The composition was a
6,336 reduced to 5,024.

Messrs. Frank H. Hicks and Arthur P. Lewry rang their 50th peal
together on January 28th at Hellingly.

A half-muffled peal of Stedman Doubles was rung at Trysull,
Staffordshire, in memory of the late Mr. Martin Burke, a ringer at
the Parish Church for over 40 years. The peal was rung on Jan. 25th.

Mr. Victor Morley rang the tenor at Stisted, Essex, to seven 720's
of Minor on Sunday, January 22nd, and thus completed a peal on
all the belh in the tower.

The peal of Bob Minor at Tendring rung on January 23rd had
several interesting features. Mr. George Jennings, who rang the
treble, has been a ringer at the church for 45 years. Mr. Marvern,
who rang the third, has been parish clerk and bellringer for 35 years.
This was his first peal and first attempt, and also the first by Mr.
Laitt, who, too, has been a ringer at Tendring for 35 years. The
ringer of the second, Albert Hales, scored his first peal ' inside.” The
conductor was the only one who did not belong to the local band.
The village of Tendring. it is interesting to remember, gave its name
to a family which produced one of the earliest of composers, John
Tendring, Master of the College Youths in 1659.

The peal of Bob Minor at Draycott on Jan. 28th was the first in
the method as conductor by Mr. Andrew Thompson, and was rung
as a birthday compliment to Mr. Harry Hall, the ringer of the fourth.

SUSSEX RINGER'S DEATH.

The tower of St. Mary Magdalene, Bolney, has sustained a great
loss through the death on January 28th of its towerkeeper, Mr.
William Wheeler, after a very brief illness.

A member of the Sussex County Association, deceased was one of
a band formed at Bolney by the late Mr. George Walder 37 years
ago, and was most regular and punctual at both Sunday service and
practice ringing. He was at one period verger and sexton at Bolney
Church and was also a member or the choir. He had taken part in
a number of peals rung for the Sussex County Association.

The funeral took place on February 1st and was attended by several
of his brother ringers, and among the floral tributes was a wreath
from the ringers. In the evening touches of Grandsire Triples were
rung with the bells deeply muffled.

AGE AND YOUTH.

The conductor of a quarter-peal at Mitcham, Surrev, on Jan. 22nd,
was six times as old as the ringer of the second, who rang his first
quarter-peal of Stedman Triples. Mr. Dave Wright is 78, J. R.
Davison is 13. The ringers were D. Wright 1, J. R. Davison 2, W. H.
Joiner 3, C. W. R. Grimwood 4, G. A. West 5, C. Pothecary 6, W. S.
Smith 7, W. Sparkes 8.
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MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.
OLD MEMBERS HONOURED.

A quarterly meeting of the Midland Counties Association was held
on Saturday, January 28th, at Hugglescote. In spite of the severe
cold and snowy weather, quite a good company assembled and the
eight bells were kept going during the afternoon and evening; to
various methods. The committee met in the afternoon and decided
to have the annual report printed as before, local secretaries being
asked to include therein a short account of their district's activities
during 1938.

Two long-standing members were placed on tha honorary life
members’ list: J. E. Clarke (South Wigston) and W. E. White (Cot-
grave, Notts). A special tribute was paid to the latter, who, during
Bis long connection with the association, had so enthusiastically and
conscientiously filled many offices—local secretary, chairman of the
Notts District, Central Council representative, general lion, secretary
and now hon. treasurer.

Tea was served at the Castle Inn, and members and friends from
Burton, Derby, Loughborough, Leicester, Hinckley and Nottingham
Districts assembled.

At the general meeting which followed, in the absence of Mr. J.
Oldham (vice-president), Mr. William E. White was voted to the
chair, and said how pleased they were to meet the Vicar of Huggles-
cote at the meeting.—The Vicar suitably replied, giving the members
a hearty greeting and welcome.

Tho secretary (Mr. Ernest Morris) presented a long list of new
members who had been proposed since the last meeting. No less
than 38 ringing, seven rejoining, five life and six honorary members
were thus duly elected, which speaks well for the association’s con-
tinued activities.

Two auditors were chosen to check the accounts for 1938, viz.,
Paul L. Taylor apd Mr. Colin Harrison.

It was reported that on the subject of spemal badges for Midland
Counties Association members, a small committee would meet on
Easter Monday before the usual committee meeting to decide exactly
what should be done and choose a suitable design.

Hearty votes of thanks to the Vicar for use of the bells and the
local committee for the arrangements made concluded the meeting.
Handbell ringing on the association's handbells and further tower-
bell ringing terminated a successful afternoon’s work.

LADIES GUILD.
EASTERN DISTRICT MEETING SPOILED BY FLOODS.

A meeting of the newly-formed Eastern District of the Ladies’ Guild
was held at Diss, Norfolk, on Saturday, January 28th. It was a very
successful meeting, althou only nine ladies attended; but their
enthusiasm made up for t elr small numbers. Many, including the
vice-president, Miss Hilda G. Snowden, were prevented from attending
by the widespread floods and bad weather conditions. Those present
wero Miss Sylvia R. E. Bowyer (Ipswich) (hon. secretary of the
branch). Miss D. F. Woolston (Ipswich), Miss Vera Gooderliam (Stoke
Ash), Mrs. L. Wright (Dedham), Miss E. Reeve (Ipswich), the Misses
D. M. and E. G. RSeve (Hockwold), Miss M. Robertson (Norwich) and
Miss A. F. Hillen (Stoke Asli).

_ In response to the cordial invitation extended to them, men attended
in large numbers from Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex and one, in the person
of Mr. A. Patrick Cannon, from as far afield as London.

The meeting began with ringing on the fine peal of eight (tenor
24 cwt. approximately). For the first time in history, a band of ladies
rang Diss Dells, although it was only to rounds and call changes.

A short service, conducted by the Rector, the Rev. L. Holt-Wilson,
was held in the church, followed by tea at the Waveney Hotel, when
a party of 37, including the Rector, was present.

At the conclusion of tea the secretary read a letter from the Bronllys
Bell Fund, and a collection was made.

Following this the secretary accorded hearty thanks to the Rector,
Mr. Charles Cowell (organist), Mr. A. G. Harrison (hon. secretary of
the South Norfolk area) and to all who had helped to make the meet-
ing a success.—In reply, the Rector said how pleased he was to see
such a gathering, and hoped that Diss might before long produce a
band of lady ringers.

A Ladies’ Guild business meeting followed Miss D. F. Woolston
being elected to the chair in the absence of the vice-president. Four
ringing members, the Misses D. M. and E. G. Reeve (Hockwold), Miss
M. Gnmsey (Ipswich) and Miss M. Jarvis (Hadleigh) were elected and
one honorary member, Miss M. Bucke (Ipswich). 1t was decided to
hold the next meeting at Colchester, if the bells were available, failing
that at Braintree.

The ladies then returned to the belfry for more ringing. During
the evening some of the ringers visited Palgrave, where there is a
light peal of eight.

The ringing during the meeting included rounds, call changes. Plain
Bob, Grandsire and Stedman Triples, Bob Major, Kent Treble Bob
and Cambridge and Superlative Surprise.

MUFFLED BELLS.

A quartcr-peal of Grandsire Triples was rung half-muffled at St.
Stephen’s, Hempstead, on Wednesday, January 25th, as a last tribute
to Mr. Francis: R. Harman (first quarter-peal) 1, T. Bevan 2, W.
Norton (conductor) 3. T. Francis 4, E. Pryor 5, E. Barnett, jun. 6,
T. Banr.ister 7, D. Harman 8.

Mr.
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CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.

STOCKPORT BRANCH PEAL RECORD.

The annual meeting of the Stockport Branch of the Chester Diocesan
Guild was held on Saturday, January 28th, at St. George's Church,
Stockport. The fine peal of ten bells was set going soon after three
o'clock and touches in various methods were rung prior to the servicc,
at which the usual Guild form was used. It was conducted by tho
Vicar (the Rev. A. du T. Pownall), who also gave a very fine address,
taking as his text a few words from the Gospel for the following day,
‘' Why are ye so fearful?’

Considerable time was spent after the service in examining the
magnificent organ, which was installed about two years ago at con-
siderable expense aud which is considered to be one of the finest
organs in the North of England. It is a most interesting instrument
both from a musical and mechanical point of view, all the stops being
electrically controlled, and it has a superb tone.

Tea was served in the adjoining Parish Hall under the supervision
of the local ringers’ wives and a very enjoyable meal was speedily
disposed of. The business meeting followed under the chairmanship
of the Rev. Frank Bonner (vice-chairman of the branch), the Vicar
being unable to stay to the meeting owing to parochial activities.

The Chairman said he had been assured by the Vicar of a warm
welcome to St. George’s, and ho was sure the lingers appreciated the
opportunity of visiting this beautiful church. He referred to the
presence during the afternoon and at tea 'of Mr. A. E. Pegler, of
Bangor, and Mr. H. Parker, secretary of the Northwich Branch.

The annual report and statement of accounts wero presented and
showed a good state of affairs. Membership had increased by one.
The number of peals rung in the branch was a record, 41, ranging
from Stedman Caters and Bob Royal to Bob Doubles, and including
the first peal of Rochester Surprise Major for the Guild and in the
county, as well as the 84 Minor methods peal. An encouraging feature
was the increase of conductors, these numbering eight, while eight
members rang their first peal. The financial side of the branch was
also very sound.—The report and statement of accounts were adopted
and the secretary thanked for tho trouble expended in preparing them.

THE BEESTON LIBRARY.

The Beeston Library report was presented, and an appeal was made
for greater use to be made of this valuable collection of books given
to the Guild by the late Rev. A. T. Beeston. The librarian, Mr.
Lafiin, was thanked for the very efficient way he is carrying on the
work started by Mr. Beestou of keeping a record of all the new
methods rung

The election of officers for the year followed, and in view of his
inability to be present at meetings, on the advice of his doctor, Mr.
Wolstencroft did not wish to offer himself for election as chairman
of the branch, and it was unanimously decided to elect the Rev. Frank
Bonner, with Mr. T. Wilde as vice-chairman.

The secretary was instructed to write to Mr. Wolstencroft expressing
their regret at the cause of his resignation and their best wishes for
his speedy return to health. The remaining officers were re-elected.

Attention was drawn to the notice in * The Ringing World ' regard-
ing non-resident members of the Guild, and members were asked to
point this out to any non-resident member they might come into
contact with.

Four new members were elected, Messrs. W. Barlow, H. Higgin-
bottom (St. Mary’s, Stockport), and S. Wyatt and S. Goulden, of
New Mills.

It was decided to send a letter to Mr. Hough and Mr. Marshall,
both of whom have served the branch in office and in other ways,
expressing regret at their absence and hoping that they would soon
be restored to health.

The secretary welcomed Mr. C. Edwards, Master of the Hereford
Guild, who has come to live at Bowdon, and hoped that Tie would
be very happy amongst them.—Mr. Edwards, in his reply, said he
would do all in his power to heIP the Guild, and only requested that
they should not- ask too much of him.

Votes of thanks were accorded tho Tetiring officers, the Vicar and
wardens, the local ringers, the ladies who prepared tea, the organist
and all who had in any way contributed to the success of the meeting.

Further ringing was enjoyed on tower bells and on handbells. The
presence of many members of the Macclesfield Branch, amongst them
the Ringing Master (Mr. J. Worth), was very much appreciated.

CHANGES IN CREWE BRANCH'S OFFICERS.

The annual meeting of the Crewe Branch of the Chester Diocesan
Guild was held at Christ Church, Crewe, on January 21st. There was
an excellent attendance, 54 members being present, representing
Acton, Alsager, Barthomley, Wistaston, Nantwich, Crewe, Church
Lawton, Kidsgrove, Newcastle, Norton-in-Hales, Draycott, Market
Drayton, Marbury, Lower Bebington, Bowden, Cheadle, Longton and
Northwich.

In the unavoidable absence of the Vicar, the Rev. Sydney T.
Stevens, the service was conducted by the Vicar of Marbury (the Rev.
G. 0. Dickson), end a most inspiring address on ‘ Unity ' was given
by the Vicar of Acton, the Rev. Charles Parry-Williams.

Tea was afterwards served in the Schoolroom, kindly given by the
Vicar and wardens.

The Rev. G. C. Dickson presided at the business meeting. He
explained that be was taking the place of the Rev. S. T. Stevens,
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chairman of tbe Crewe Branch, who had suffered a great blow in the
loss of both his mother and father in tho same week. He knew that
the whole of the branch sympathised with their chairman, and the
secretary was asked to send a letter of condolence from all of them.

The Rev. S. T. Stevens was re-elected chairman, Mr. R. D. Langford
hon. secretary, and Mr. W. T. Holding hon. treasurer.

The resignation of Mr. Albert Crawley from the position of in-
structor to the Crewe Branch was accepted with much regret, and
Mr. R. D. Langford was elected in his place.

Mention was made of the fact that Mr. Crawley had only missed
two annual meetings since he was made a member, in the year 1902,
when he was away at the South African war, and this year; truly a
wonderful record.

Mr. George Biddulph resigned from the position of Ringing Master,
and Mr. J. Brough was elected to the office.

Ringing again took place after the business meeting, and touches of
Grandsire Caters, Stedman Caters, Bob Major, Cambridge Major,
Superlative and London Surprise Major were all enjoyed.

WIRRAL BRANCH CONGRATULATES ROCK FERRY BAND.

The annual meeting of the Wirral Branch of tbe Chester Diocesan
Guild was held at Rock Ferry (St. Feter’'s) on Saturday, January 2lst.
In spite of the miserably inclement weather, there whs a fairly
representative number of members present and also a good sprinkling
of ringing friends from Liverpool, to whom a hearty welcome to
Chester Guild meetings is always extended. Ringing in various Minor
methods took place in the afternoon, and service was conducted by the
Vicar (the Rev. J. D. Pearson), who gave a very interesting and
thought-provoking address based on the meaning of tne word ‘ sincere.l
Tea followed immediately after the service, when between forty and
fifty sat down to a splendid repast kindly prepared by Mrs. Cooke
and her daughter, and which was much enjoyed.

During the course of the subsequent meeting hearty congratulations
were extended to Mr. J. Cooke and his band of ringers at Rock
Ferry on their meritorious record for the past twelve months, details
of which wore published in ‘ The Ringing World ' of January 20th.
Two points worthy of more than passing interest in this record are
that out of the 102 Minor extents rung during the year, 96 were
rung as service touches, and that the average age of seven of the
band of twelve is only 17! It was also stated at the meeting by the
choirmaster of St. Peter’s that all the younger element of the hand
were either choirboys or ex-choirboys—a truly splendid record!

After thi election of officers and other routine business had been
disposed of, further ringing took place, all tastes and, capabilities
from rounds to Surprise methods being amply catered for and a very
enjoyablj gathering brought to a close.
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DEATH OF MR. JESSE BEAMS.

ONE OF SURREY ASSOCIATION'S OLDEST MEMBERS.

By the death of Mr. Jesse Beams, of Ewell, the Surrey Association
has lost one of its oldest members and the Guildford Diocesan Guild
one of its foundation members.

Deceased, who was 62 years of age, was pensioned from the Post
Office only two years ago.

Mr. Beams had been a regular Sunday service ringer since 1893
until last July. Although he was suffering before that time he did
not give in, but early in September he was admitted to St. Thomas’
Hospital, London, and three weeks later was sent home again, his
complaint being found to be too serious for operation.

Mr. Beams had rung 14 peals. He -was laid to rest in Ewell Church-
yard on January 19th, about 40 postmen lining each side of the path-
way to the church, while four postmen acted as bearers. Many
beautiful flowers were sent, and the Guildford Diocesan Guild and
Surrey Association were represented at the funeral. The church bells
were rung half-muffled OLl the following Sunday for both services,
and on the practice night a quarter-peal of Grandsire Triples was
rung with half-muffled bells by Miss Harrington (first quarter-peal) 1,
F. 6. Woodiss 2, J. E. Beams 3, J. Beams (conductor) 4, A. Hadley 5,
H. E. Good 6, E. Grove 7, W. Poplett 8.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
ENCOURAGING MEETING AT JARROW.

The Eastern District of the Durham and Newcastle Diocesan Associa-
tion held a meeting at Jarrow on Saturday, January 28th, ringers
being present from Fenham, Blaydon, Newcastle, Gateshead, Chester-
le-Street-, South Shields and West Hartlopool, and were well supported
by the local ringers. Christ Church bells were kept going during tho
afternoon and St. Peter’s after tea.

A short meeting was held, with Mr. R. L. Patterson (vice-president)
in the chair.

After submitting the loyal toast, he said he was pleased there was
such a good number present, and congratulated the local ringers in
supporting the meeting so well. He went on to say these district
meetings were a valuable help to all ringers, bo tuey learners or
experts.

Mr. W. Robson moved a vote of thanks to both clergy for use of the
bells, which was carried unanimously.

The next meeting will be a joint gathering with the Western
District at Chester-fe-Street on March 18th.

Methods rung during the dav were Grandsire and Stedman Triples,
Bob Major and Kent and Oxford Treble Bob Minor and Cambridge
Surprise.

John Taylor & Co.

LOUGHBOROUGH.

THE

LEADING BELL FOUNDERS
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BELFRY GOSSIP.

Despite an enlarged edition this week, we regret we are compelled
to hold over a number of contributions.

Middlesex County Council have granted the use of the Middlesex
Guildhall Council Chamber for the Central Couucil meeting in London
on Whitsun Tuesday.

The meeting of the Kent County Association at Maidstone is to be
held on Saturday, February 18th, and not on the 11th as advertised
last week.

The Lord Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Birmingham have promised
to attend the Henry Johnson Commemoration Dinner, which is to be
held at the Imperial Hotel, Birmingham, on February 25th. Early
application should be made for tickets.

Two centuries ago, on February 19th, 1739, a notable peal was rung
at St. Saviour's, Southwark, when * the first true and Compleat Peal
of Five Thousand and forty Bob Major Eoyal otherwise Ten In ever
performed on these bells was compleated in 4h. IOm.” It was rung by
the Society of Union Scholars and called by John Denmead.

The tenor, which weighed 51 cwt. 2 qr. 9 Ib., was turned in single-
handed (for the first time) by Philemon Mainwaring, one of the
greatest heavy bell ringers of all time. The bells had been cast in
1735 and two" peals had previously been rung on them, one a six
thousand of Caters, the other an eight thousand of Cinques. In both
theso three men had been put to the tenor.

THE DIOCESE OF DERBY.
SUGGESTED NEW GUILD.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—I should very much like to bring to the notice of all
bellringers in the Diocese of Derby the question of forming a Diocesan
Guild, to embrace all towers in the diocese.

It has been suggested several times lately by more than one well-
known ringer that a meeting might be held at some suitable tower
where ringing could take place in the afternoon and the whole question
discussed after tea. _

Ringing at the moment is at a very low ebb, and it is the feeling
of many ringers that the time is now opportune for such a step to
be taken.

I myself attended what should have been a meeting at a local tower
recently and was one of only three visitors, the only other ringer
being one of tho local band; consequently, the meeting did not mature.
This occurred at a church where the new Rector personally attended
to extend his welcome to the ringers, and | feel an apology is due to
him for 6uch a poor attendance.

This has been the case at several meetings in the last few years, and
it is surely up to every individual ringer to do his utmost to improve
this condition.

A very hearty welcome would be extended to all incumbents of
parishes in the diocese who would be interested in such a move and
whose help would be greatly appreciated.

I shall be extremely obliged if you will have this letter published in
your valuable paper in order that it may be brought to the notice
of all ringers in the diocese.

If those interested will communicate with me, suggesting date and
place of meeting—this to be held as early as possible in the year—I
will do all I can to make arrangements. SAM SCATTERGOOD.

797, Sheffield Road, Sheepbridge, Chesterfield.

ST. PAUL'S CATHEDRAL BELLS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—In your issue of November 18th, 1938, you were good
enough to publish a letter of mine, which raised some doubt as to
whether or not Lord Grimthorpe did actually order a peal of twelve
with a three ton tenor in D flat, as stated by Mr. F. E. Dawe.

| have now been able to get a 6Gight of the eighth edition of

' Clocks, Watches and Bells' (1903), from which, in your issue of
December 2nd, 1938, Mr. Dawe quotes as follows: ‘ All the five largest
bells are only on the 14 scale of thickness, and they would have been
better on the 13 scale, but the tenor inconveniently heavy to ring.’
Turning to the table of diameters and weights on page 346, | read
that a three ton bell on the 13 scale of thickness would be in B with
a diameter of 5ft. 7}in. On the 12 scale a bell having the same
diameter would be in D fiat and would weigh 66 cwt. On the same
page | read: ‘Single bells and especially small ones should alwayB
be on the 12 scale, or very near it; hut the tenors of peals on the
13 scale." Lord Grimthorpe was of the opinion that the 13 scale
agreed more nearly in weight than any other simple proportion with
that used by tbe old bellfounders in the large bells of peals.
Discussing sizes of peals, Lord Grimthorpe, on page 340, 1874 edition,
page 354, 1903 edition, savs: *If you will have 12 bells the tenor
should not be higher than C. . . . A 'B ' bell would probably be the
best for such a peal '; and on page 354, 1903 edition: ‘' The tenors of
Exeter and St. Paul’'s are B flat; but both would have been on a better
scale of thickness if they had been B with the same weight, or more
like the B bell at Manchester.'
This B bell at Manchester Town Hall was 5ft.
and weighed 71 cwt.
_ Considering these facts, there can be no doubt that Lord Grimthorpe
intended that St. Paul's tenor should be a B bell end not D fiat u
stated by Mr. Dawe. H. WALKER.
Monkseaton.

10in. in diameter
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LEADING CONDUCTORS—57.
ALBERT RELFE.

A good deal of quiet, unobtrusive work in raising the standard of
change ringing in the Kent and Sussex border towers has been done
by Mr. Albert Relfe, of Lamberhurst, Kent. It is not an easy task,
in what is mainly a rural area, but much of the interest which has
been maintained in recent years in that neighbourhood has been due
to Mr. Relfe’s efforts and the enthusiasm he has been able to en-
courage in others.

Mr. Relfe is a native of Lamberhurst, where he was born on Novem-
ber 27th. 1889. He started his ringing career in 1909, in tbe six-bell
tower of his village, and after the
belh were rehung in a new frame
in 192S, bccame leader of the local
band.

His first peal was Bob Minor,
rung at Lamberhurst Ol November
26th, 1911, while his first as con-
ductor was rung in the same tower
less than a year later. This was a
peal in seven Minor methods on
October 26th, 1912, the first by the
local band. Since getting restarted
after the war they have done some
notable things.

Mr. Relfe was the first to con-
duct a peal in 32 Surprise Minor
methods, but ho had previously
called the first peal in 14 methods
and the first in 14, 21 and 26 Sur-
prise methods and the first peal of
Alliance and Little Minor for the
Kent County Association: indeed,
he was a pioneer of Spliced Surprise
Minor ringing in Kent. He also
took part in the first peals of St.
Clement's Bob Major, Double Bob
Major, Erin Caters and Canterbury
Pleasure Royal rung by the Kent
County Association.

He lias run" in two peals of Grandsire Triples non-conducted, and
in one peal of seven methods of Minor, in which each ringer called
one 720 and one part of the last 720, which was Plain Bob.

Not the least meritorious feature of the peals of Minor specially
mentioned above is that they were all rung at Lamberhurst by the
service ringers at that church.

Mr. Relfe's peals total 223, of which he has conducted 112, and they
range from Doubles to Royal. They have been rung in 62 towers in
Kent and Sussex.

MR. ALBERT RELFE.

BROADCAST RINGING.
To the Editor.

Sir,—When 1| heard the excellent ringing from Croydon Parish
Church, which was broadcast on Sunday morning, | wondered if it
would be possible to arrange that the names of those taking part
in this and similar ringing to be published in your paper. Many ringers
know roughly who the lingers are, but it would be interesting to eee
if these broadcasts are by the same ringers on each occasion or if
different ringers get opportunities to take part from time to time.
If they do it shows the confidence which the more proficient place in
the progress of others, as, very naturally, the best is required on such
occasions.

But there is another side. We sec so many names of those who
ring peals or touches, but we do not hear the ringing. Having heard
broadcast ringing, it would be nice to see the names of those who
took part ana the bells which they rang. Some bands might then
ask the help of others to make their efforts more perfect when they
send their ringing-over tbe air. A. S. ROBERTS. ”

Palmers Green, N.13.

PEAL BOARD UNVEILED AT BISHOP AUCKLAND.

At the invitation of the Vicar (the Rev. Canon A. B. Parry-Evans)
eight ringers who took part in a peal of Kent Treble Bob Major at
Bishop Auckland on October 15th, 1938, visited the tower on Saturday,
January 28th, on the occasion of the unveiling of a peal board com-
memorating the peal. The peal was rung in honour of the wedding
of the Rev. C. J. Parry-Evans, son of the Vicar, to Miss C. S.
Kingdom, organist and a former ringer at St. Andrew’s Church.

After the unveiling ceremony, Canon Parry-Evans and his son
thanked the ringers for ringing the peal, and they were supported
by Mr. Jackson Pallister (churchwarden), who has been a member of
the Durham and Newcastle Association for 54 years.

Mr. W. N. Park responded on behalf of the ringers.

The company were entertained to tea by the Vicar, and, after ring-
ing several touches on handbells, the ringers returned to the tower
and rang a quarter-peal of Stedman Triples. Those taking part were
S. Bryant 1, G. W. Park 2. G. W. Pcverell 3, J. T. Titt 4, R. B.
Robinson 5, W. N. Park 6, R. Park (conductor) 7, R. Busby 8.
This was the first quarter-peal of Stedman for the ringers of treble,
3rd and 4th.
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LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

NORTHERN DISTRICT MASTER RESIGNS.
General Secretary Asked for Explanation of Letter.

The annual meeting of the Northern District of the London County
Association was held on Saturday, January 21st, in the City. Ringing
took place at St. Lawrence Jewry in the afternoon, aud the business
meeting followed in the choir vestry.

After the cash statement for the year had been presented and
accepted, the District Master (Mr. J. A. Waugh) gave his report for
the year. He strongly criticised the central body of the association
for the antagonistic attitude they were adopting towards other
societies. Mr. Waugh said that it was quite useless to try to run
the society on a territorial basis, with its present constitution. There
was, he added, probably some justification for the extension of the
old St. James' Society into the London County Association, but the
fruits of the extension were far from being apparent. Short of a
return to the St. James’ Society status, nothing but a complete
alteration of the type, scope and attitude of the society could preserve
it from degenerating into a museum specimen.

After seme debate the report was accepted.

A lengthy discussion then took place regarding the general secre-
tary’'s recent letter to ‘' The Ringing World ' in reply to the leading
article of December 23rd about tnc association.

Tho District Secretary (Mr. J. G. Prior) said that, in liis opinion,
Mr. Taffender's letter could have no other effect than to cause bad
feeling against the society. The thinly veiled allusion to the Guildford
Diocesan Guild and its late secretary was particularly regrettable.
He had written a letter, which he proposed, with the consent of the
members, to send to ‘' Tho Ringing World,” to the effect that the
members of the Xorthern District wished to dissociate themselves from
Mr. Taffender’s letter.

In the debate that followed, it was found that none of the members
were in agreement with Mr. Taffender’'s letter, but on a vote being
taken as to whether the secretary’s proposed letter should be sent,
there was only a majority of one in favour. Those who were against
the motion felt that to send the letter would cause unnecessary
controversy.

It was decided that the district secretary should write to Mr.
Taffender to ask him for an explanation of his letter, that the matter
should be discussed further at the annual meeting of the association
(which is to be held on Saturday), and to hold over the proposed
letter to ‘' The Ringing World.’

The election of officers then took place. Mr. J. A. Waugh, who had
been an officer of the district for ten years, two as secretary and eight
as Master, declined to accept re-election, and Mr. C. A. Hughes was
elected Master in his place. Mr. J. G. A. Prior (hon. secretary), Mr.
R. G. Cousins (treasurer) and Mr. E. E. Holman (steward) were all
re-elected. Mr. G. W. Cecil and Mr. L. J. Fox were elected to the
committee.

It was announced that a monthly practice was to be held on the
third Wednesday in each month at St. Dunstan’s-in-the-Eajt, begin-
ning on February 15th.

Leytonstone was chosen for the April
the alternative tower.

Votes of thanks to the incumbents and to the stooplekeepers brought
the unusually lengthy meeting to a close.

Ringing in the evening took place at St.
methods up to London Surprise Major.

meeting, with Holloway as

Dunstan’s-in-tlie-East in

SOUTHERN DISTRICT.

The annual meeting of the Southern District of the London County
Association, held at. St. Luke's, Chelsea, on Saturday, January 21st,
was not well attended, there being only some 35 members and friends
present during the afternoon and evening. This was not altogether
surprising, as there was a counter-attraction in the same village in
the shaj>3 of a football cup-tie, which accounted for 70.000 of tho
surrounding population, but it was extremely disappointing to the
officers of the association, who take great pains to organise the meet-
ings. There was, however, one consolation at tea time, when the
28 people who sat down found 50 substantial teasat their disposal.
That the task was too much for them was not their fault, but what
would have been said if there had been only four teas for the people
who had sent postcards?

Ringing commenced at 2.45 p.m. and continued until 8 p.m., with a
break for service, tea and business meeting, touches up to and in-
cluding Cambridge Royal being rung with mixed success. In the
absence of the Rector, a short service was conducted by the Precentor,
the Rev. W. H. Wilson, who was afterwards a welcome guest at tea.

The business meeting resulted in the re-election of all the officers
and the acceptance of the balance sheet.

Tho hon. secretary, Mr. N. H. Manning, in his annual report, com-
mented favourably on the increase in the number of new members
and attendances at the district meetings, but stated there was still
room for improvement.

It was decided to apply for St. George-the-Martyr. SouthwaTk, for
the next meeting on March 18th. and to leave the committee to
prepare a rota of towers for the subsequent meetings. The secretary
stated that this procedure, which was adopted last year, had proved
very satisfactory, and as a Tesult of early application for towers he
had been able to obtain the necessary permission without any difficulty.

(Continued on next page.)
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NATIONAL POLICE GUILD.

SURREY SUPERINTENDENT ELECTED PRESIDENT.

The annual meeting of tlie National Guild of Police Ringers was
held in London on January 28th. Forty-five members and friends
made the journey from Manchester and district, and they were joined
by a further 17 members at Leicester. An interesting item was the
presentation of a wrist watch to P.C. G. Pye, of Manchester, by his
fellow police ringers on his retirement. Tho presentation was made
by Supt. F. R. Williams with tho best wishes of all for a happy and
lengthy period of retirement.

On reaching London many of the party enjoyed the privilege of a
conducted tour through the Houses of Parliament. This was kindly
arranged by P.C. N. Bagworth, of London.

Lunch was then taken at the Euston Tavern, at which Capt. R. H. D.
Bolton, superintendent of the ‘ E 1 Division, presided, and to which
84 members, friends and visitors sat down. A telegram was received
from the Editor of ' The Ringing World ' regretting that influenza
deprived him of the pleasure of attending.

Capt. Bolton expressed his pleasure in attending and in a very
happy speech welcomed the visitors to London and exhorted them to
behave and enjoy themselves and to visit Bow Street if they wished,
but not to occupy the accommodation, which was usually limited on
Saturday nights. In reference to the bells, he expressed the hope that
they would never have to ring again in any war atmosphere, but
always in permanent peace.

He was heartily thanked by the Guild president (Supt. Williams,
of Manchester) for presiding.

Tho business meetiu<j followed, with Supt. Williams in the chair. He
referred in sympathetic terms to the absence of the very efficient and
worthy secretary of the Guild, Inspector Harold Poole, through
indisposition. If the goodwill expressed on all hands can be of any
help to him, then he is assured of a speedy recovery.

In his temporary absence, Sgt. Jenney undertook to keep the flag
flving, but with serious doubt of maintaining the degree of efficiency
displayed by the ‘ Man of the Guild.’

SUPT. WILLIAMS RETIRES FROM PRESIDENCY.

Mr. Williams camo with his hardy annual in regard to honours
going round, and so intimidated some of his ardent supporters on
the journey up that lie had his way without the difficulties of previous
years, and Supt. C. Hilton, cf Surrey, was unanimously olected presi-
dent for the forthcoming year.

Mr. Williams, ex-Supt. and D.C.C. A. Wiggins and ex-Chief Inspector
Bottrill were unanimously elected vice-presidciits.

Mr. Williams assured the members that his interest in the Guild
(for which he has done great things) would be fully maintained. He
congratulated Scrgt. Smith, of High Wycombe, on his promotion to
Inspector, and P.O. Ford, of Manchester, on conducting his first peal.
Good_ wishes on his recent retirement were also expressed to Mr.
Wiggins.

Supt. Hilton thanked the members for the honour of being elected
president, and said he would be glad to be of any service possible to
further the interests of the Guild.

A discussion as to the venue of the next meeting brought suggestions
that the annual meetings would be more successful in the summer,
and it was eventually resolved that the next meeting be held at
Banbury on May 25th, 1940.

During the meeting some of the party of weighty proportions made
a determined effort, to reduce bv hiking from the 'tavern to the heart
of the West End and back. No tests were made as to the results,
but in at least one case the effects were not too good the next day.

Ringing in the various towers, including the famous *Bow Bells,’
was carried on during the day with many distinguished ringers
assisting.

A return to the Tavern was made in the evening for social enter-
tainment, and the new president ably presided. Especially welcome
duruur the day was the presence of Mr. and Mi's. Rupert Richardson,
ail old friend from Wales, Mr. J. W. Jones, hon. secretary of the
Llandaff and Monmouth Diocesan Guild, Mr. Albert Walker (Bir-
mingham) Mr. F. Port-in (Coventry), Mr. F. Dexter (Leicester) and
other ringers from far and near whose help and encouragement were
much appreciated.

The Manchester contingent arrived home about 5.40 a.m. on Sunday.
There’s enthusiasm for you, every member from that district- beiiig
present. Will other members catch a little of this spirit before Ban-
bury comes round? Mr. Norman Bagworth must be thanked for the
work he put in in making the arrangements for a very enjoyable dav.

H. C.J.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION.

(Continued from previous page.)

Thanks were expressed to all who had so willingly helped with the
arrangements for the meeting.

Efforts are made at these meetings to have as much ringing as
possible and to reduce unnecessary 'frills’ to a minimum. The
practice of advanced methods is encouraged as well as facilities for
the less experienced being provided, and it is hoped that the support
which was given to most of the 1938 meetings will be renewed this
year.
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SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.

BISHOP AND ’'SYNTHETIC* BELLS.
Reply to Dorchester Branch Resolution.

The official attitude of the authorities in the Diocese of Salisbury
towards ‘ synthetic ' bells was revealed at the annual meeting of the
Dorchester Branch of tbe Salisbury Diocesan Guild on Saturday,
January 28th. This indicated that *synthetic' substitutes would not
ba accepted in a church where bells were hanging in the tower. The
meeting took place at Dorchester, and at the service at St. Peter’s
Church the Rector (the Rev. A. W. Markby) officiated and gave the
address. < ,

At the subsequent meeting, as chairman of the branch, he presided,
supported by Canon D. F. Slemeck, and Mr. C. H. Jennings (hon.
secretary).

About 83 ringers were present and the following towers were repre-
sented : Abbotsbury, Bere Regis, Bradford Peverell, Cbarminster,
Dorchester. Fordington, Frampton, Svdling, Stratton, Maiden Newton,
Upwey, West Lulworth, Wool, Wvke Regis, Bovington, Iwenio
Minster, lwerne Courtney and Uckfield, Sussex.

Among the apologies for absence was one from the Rev. R. P.
Farrow, of East Lulworth, owing to the illness of his wife, and a
message of sympathy is to be sent to him with best wishes for Mrs.
Farrow’s recovery.

The Chairman made feeling reference to the death of Mr. R. N.
Dawes, a keen supporter of the branch and chairman for many years,
and read a letter from Mrs. Dawes thanking the members for the
beautiful floral bell sent on the day of the fuucral and for the special
muffled peal that was rung.

VIEWS ON ‘SYNTHETIC' BELLS.

The Hon. Secretary recalled the resolution passed by the branch
in "regard to synthetic bells, and said that not only was it reported
in the London papers, but in others that had come trom America and
South China. He read a letter from the Bishop’s chaplain, Canon
W. J. Barton, stating that the question of synthetic bells came before
the Bishop and his Archdeacons at a meeting held at the instance of
the Advisory Committee. ‘ The general outline of the policy approved
(wrote tho Canon) was that synthetic bells should never be accepted
in a church where bells were hanging in the tower. In the particular
case under consideration it was stated that there was no peal of bells
and that the tower of the church could hot take a peal.’

The hon. secretary also read a letter from Mr. Josiah Oldfield,
M.A., .C.L., Oxford, senior physician to the Lady Margaret
Fruitarian Hospital, Doddington, Kent, arising out of the protest
made by the branch against synthetic bells. In his letter he wrote:
" At all costs mechanical prayer or praise should be left to the

tional summoning to worship by mechanical methods which enable us
to sit and do nothing ourselves.'
INCREASED MEMBERSHIP.

In his annual report the hon. secretary said the branch had accom-
plished a year of good work, and was marked by a large attendance
of members and friends at the meetings. He regretted that there
was no restoration to report, particularly in regard to the tower of
Wyke Regis, where the beautiful peal of eight—the only octave in
the Weymouth deanery—had to remain silent until the necessary
funds were forthcoming. The membership of the branch showed an
increase of 20.

The golden wedding on March 21st last, of Mr. and Mrs. R. N.
Dawes was recalled in the report. In a personal tribute to the late
Mr. Dawes, the hon. secretary mentioned that he was branch chairman
for 20 years, and his efficiency, good humour and great interest in
the Guild endeared him to the members.

On the financial side the receipts for the past year totalled £31 6s.
10d. and the expenditure £17 18s. &d., leaving a balance of £13 8s. 2d.,
as compared with £9 2s. 6d. at the beginning of the year.

The quarterly meetings were fixed to be held at Maiden Newton,
Upwey. Preston and Bere Regis, and the annual meeting at Dorchester.

Besides the four quarterly meetings and the annual meeting, the
hon. secretary said he hoped’ to arrange some practice meetings duiTh'g
the summer months, and it was asked if it was possible to hold a
meeting at Milton Abbey.—The hon. secretary promised to do his Best
to obtain permission.

Officers were elected as follows: Chairman, tho Rev. A. W. Markby;
vice-chairman, the Rev. R. P. Farrow; Ringing Master, Mr. C. Smart
(Upwey); deputy, Mr. P. Tocock (Bovington): hon. secretary and
treasurer, Mr. C. H. Jennings. Special thanks were accorded to Mr.
Jennings, who said that he had now completed 25 years of actual
service as hon. secretary.

The following new members were elected: Messrs. P. Johnson, L. V.
Davis, W. Bird, Major and Brown (Dorchester St. Peter’s); J. Brown
and F. Amour (Frampton); Maxwell Mearns (Maiden Newton);
Maurice Caines, aged 13 (Wool). Honorary members: Mrs. J.
Sheridan, Mrs. R. Wyatt, Mrs. Heath (Frampton). Associate mem-
bers; Mrs. Ivor Chalker, Mrs. Chaney, Miss J. Chaney (Upwey), Mr.
and Mrs. W. C. Tctt (Weymouth).

The hon. secretary welcomed a keen ringer and churchman,
George Osmond, of Upwey, who had been ill for a long time.

The usual votes of thanks were accorded to all who had helped in
the arrangements and for the hospitality enjoyed.

Mr.
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YORKSHIRE ASSOCIATION.

COST OF CENTRAL COUNCIL VISIT.
Support for New Surprise Methods Book.

The annual general meeting of the Yorkshire Association was held
at Leeds on Saturday, January 28th, but, largely on account of the
prevalent inclement weather, the attendance was not as large as had
been hoped for. By kind permission of tho respective clergy, the line
rings at Leeds Parish Church, St. Michael's, Headingley, aud St.
Chad’s, Far Headingley, were available and made good use of during
the afternoon and evening.

Most of the members attended the service in the Leeds Parish
Church, which was much appreciated, especially the line rendering by
the choir of the ringers' anthem, ‘ Rejoice in the Lord always and
again | say Rejoice.” The preacher was Canon C. C. Marshall, M.A.,
president of the association, who gave a most helpful address.

Afterwards tea was served in the St. Peter's Hall, following which
an adjournment was made to the Day Schools, where the annual
general meeting took place, presided over by Canon C. C. Marshall,
supported by the general secretary (Mr. L. W. G. Morris), the hon.
treasurer (Mr. S. F. Palmer) and the hon. peal secretary (Mr. W.
Barton).

Before proceeding with the business, the President announced lhat
they had lost by death during the previous week one of their oldest
members in the person of Mr. Harry Lockwood. He had been a
member of the association since 1878, and by his death the last link
with the famous Lockwood family of composers was now lost.—As a
tribute of respect, the members stood in silence.

A hearty vote of thanks to the respective clergy for the use of
their bells was accorded on the motion of Mr. E. Hudson, seconded
‘by Mr. S. F. Palmer.—Mr. J. A. Teale, replying, said that it had
been a pleasure for them to have done what they could to entertain
the association.

Th? President announced that they had an invitation fi'orn their
Barnsley friends to hold the next meeting there.—Mr. P. J. Johnson
said that considerable time had elapsed since they had held a meeting
there, and the bells had in the meantime been restored. He was glad
to move that the next meeting be hold at Barnsley.—This was seconded
by Mr. G. Lewis and earned, it being also decided to try and
arrange it, on May 20th.

FACTS ABOUT MEMBERSHIP.

In presorting the association’s 63rd annual report, the President
drew attention to the fact that the membership now stood at 1,287.
This was a net decrease of six against last year's total. He wished
to point out, however, that 75 new ringing members had been elected
during the year, while 15 had lapsed and 13 had died. Careful re-
vision had b!so been made of the list of out-county members, which
had resulted in striking off a good many names.

In presenting the peal secretary's report, the President drew atten-
tion to the dent of gratitude the association owed to Mr, Barton. It
was a skilled work which called for close attention to detail, and Mr.
Barton had now completed 18 years’ tenure of office. He felt he could
not continue indefinitely, and asked for the members to consider
appointing a successor. He was willing to continue in office until a
successor could be found. Statistics from the report showed that 93
peals had been rung during the year at 52 different churches and one
handbell centre. Twenty-tnree members had rung their first peal and
four had scored their first peal as conductor.

The adoption of the report, was moved by Mr. W. E. Lloyd, seconded
by Mr. G. Homer and carried.

In presenting tho balance sheet, the treasurer reported that there
had been a net loss on the year's working of £39 13s. 6d., which was
accounted for bv the cost to the association of the Central Council
meeting in Leeds. The total cost of the meeting was £50 13s. 9d.,
otherwise there would have been a gain during the year of £11 Os. 3d.

The balance sheet was adopted and the auditors'thanked for their
work and report.

After considerable discussion, an amendment to Rule 9 was carried
in the following torms, on the motion of Mr. W. Barton, seconded
bv Mr. P. J. Johnson : * Any proposition dealing with the disposal
of the funds or with the constitution of the association can only be
put to the vote at a general meeting after a notice of the intention
to move such a resolution has been given at the previous general
meetill", unless such a proposition has been considered and recom-
mended for approval by the General Committee, in which case it
may be put to the vote at the next general meeting following the
committee meeting at which it has been considered.’

A £5 GUARANTEE.

A discussion then took place on the Central Council’'s contemplated
book on Surprise methods. The General Secretary explained that it
was the intention of the Council to publish a comprehensive book,
"blit, that the cost would be more than the Council could guarantee
without the knowledge that they could readily dispose of a minimum
number of copies. It had been suggested, therefore, that the various
associations be approached with a view to undertaking to purchase a
number of copies.

Mr. J. F. Harvey said he felt it was a work which was needed, and
had pleasure in moving that the association gnarantee to purchase
a consignment to the value of £5.—This was seconded by the General

(Continued in next column.)
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WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN GUILD.

BASINGSTOKE DISTRICT'S SUBSTANTIAL GIFT TO BELL
RESTORATION.

Tho annual general meeting of the Basingstoke District of the
Winchester and Portsmouth Diocesan Guild was held at Basingstoke on
January 28th and drew a record attendance of ringers who were
anxious t> try the ring of eight at St. Michael's Church, which have
recently been restored. The service was conducted by tho Vicar of
Basingstoke, and an address was given by the Rev. D. L. Board,
Rector of Wolverton and a former secretary of the district. The
church was tho scene of a disastrous fire last autumn, when the roof,
which was being repaired, caught fire and caused the destruction
of the organ. The church was still in scaffolding, and temporary
lighting and a miniature organ were in use.

There were 106 ringers present at the meeting, which was conducted
by the district chairman, the Rev. G. H. Jcudwine.

The secretary (Major J. G. Stilwell), in his report, said that there
had been a slight decline in membership during the year, but if there
had been a decline in quantity there had been a corresponding increase
in quality. The district had at last returned to the peal-ringing
arena. Four peals had been rung by Basingstoke (mainly men from
St. Michael’s), and one, the first peal of Stedman in the district, by
Yateley. The record of the St. Michael's men was interesting, for
they had no tower of their own at the time, yet they could ring peals
on tower bells and even provide a brass band (of handbells) to head
a procession at a quarterly meeting. There seemed to bo a moral to
be drawn—to leave the ropes alone sometimes and study on the hand-
bells.

A brief account, followed of the steps leading to the decision to
recast the treble, 3rd and 4th bells in addition to the 2nd and tenor,
and how the district decided to adopt the 3rd in memory of Mr.
Henry White and Mr. Frederick Wilson at the cost of £19 10s.

A collection was then taken towards the cost of the 4th bell and
amounted to £2 2s. 6d. It is hoped that- the Guild will make a con-
tribution for the same purpose, as it is the Guild's jubilee year and
its nursery was Basingstoke.

Quarterly meetings hind been well maintained, with an average
attendance of 38, and two combined practices with the Andover
District had been held.

Quarterly meetings were arranged for April 22nd, July 8tli and
September 23rd at. Yatelev, Silchcster and Overton respectively. The
annual meeting will be held at Basingstoke on January 27th, 1910.

All tho officers were re-elected and a number of new members were
elected.

After the meeting further ringing took place at St. Michael's and
All Saints’ towers, and methods rung ranged from Grandsire Triples
to a course of London Surprise Major, which, unfortunately, came to
grief one lead from home. Nearly all the to.wers in the Basingstoke
District were represented and there were many visiting ringers, in-
cluding Mr. George Williams, tho Master of the Guild. Those present
expressed pleasure and satisfaction at the improved tone and 'go ' of
the hells at. St. Michael’s since the restoration, which was carried out
by Messrs. Taylor and Co., of Loughborough.

(Continued from previous column.)

Secretary, who said that the number of towers in the county where
=Surprise ringing was being taken up was steadily on the increase, and
he felt sure that the book, when published, would find a ready sale
in Yorkshire.—The proposition was carried.

On the motion of Mr. J. F. Harvey, seconded by Mr. W. O. Talbot,
the following were elected representatives on the Central Council:
The president (Canon C. C. Marshall), the general secretary (Mr.
L. W. G. Morris), the treasurer (Mr. S. F. Palmer) and Mr. P. J.
Johnson.

In moving that Canon Marshall be re-elected president of the asso-
ciation, Mr. P. J. Johnson paid warm tribute to the services that
Canon Marshall had rendered to the association for over 20 years.
This was a long time, aud their thanks were due to Canon Marshall
for tho able manner in which he had steered them safely through
the vicissitudes of so long a period.—The motion was seconded by Mr.
G. Lewis and carried with applause.

The election of the peal secretary followed, and as was pointed out
in the report, Mr. W. Barton found he had not the time to spare
he formeriy had, but, as no successor had been found, he was willing
to carry on for another year. His re-election was carried enthusiastic-
ally, several members voicing their appreciation of the work which
Mr. Barton had so efficiently carried out for the past 18 years.

Miss M. Fisher, of St. Michael's. Headingley, Miss K. Marsh, of
Bramlev. Miss Elsie Brothwell. of Rotherham, and Mr. P. Woodhead,
of Felkirk, w.ere elected members of the association.

Mr. F. G. Sherwood, representing the sub-committee that had been
set up to deal with the presidential chain of office, reported that a
meeting had taken place and that the matter was proceeding.

A hearty vote of thanks to the president for presiding at this busy
meeting wag moved by Mr. H. N. Imeson, seconded by Mr. E. Hudson
and carried” unanimously.

Further ringing followed, bringing to a close a successful and enjoy-
able meeting.
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MIDDLESEX COUNTY ASSOCIATION.
CHANGES IN NORTH AND EAST DISTRICT OFFICERS.

The annual meeting of tho North and East District of the Middlesex
County Association and London Diocesan Guild was held at All Saints’
Edmonton, on Saturday, January 28th, and although other important
meetings took place in and near London the same day, the attendance
reached the satisfactory figure of fifty.

Service was conducted bv the Rev. J. G. Stevens, in the regretted
absence of the Yicar (the Rev. R. G. Evill) through illness. The Rev.
A. S. Roberts read the lesson. During his address the Rev. J. G.
Stevens welcomed the association to Edmonton on behalf of the Vicar
and referred to the excellent work done by the ringers at that church
and elsewhere.

An excellent tea was prepared by Mrs. G. W. Fletcher and friends.

Prior to the commencement of the business meeting, Mr. G. W.
Fletcher (vice-president) thanked the Rev. J. G. Stevens for taking
the service and for his interesting address, and requested him to convey
to the Vicar their regrets at bis absence and their best wishes for his
speedy and complete recovery.

Mr. Fletcher also expressed thanks to Messrs. Barrett and Edmunds
(churchwardens), Mr. Grove (organist) for passing on many choirboys
as recruits for the belfry, and to Mr. Streeter (verger) for keeping
the belfry tidy. Thanks were also accorded to the Rev. A. S. Roberts
for assisting at the service, and a special vote of thanks was given to
Mrs. G. W. Fletcher and her friends for the excellent tea provided.

Mr. Stevens replied for the Vicar, whilst Mr. Edmunds spoke of their
appreciation of the work done by the bellringers.

The more formal business of the meeting was then proceeded with.
An exceptionally large number of new members was admitted. The
total of 35 included two provisionally elected prior to a handbell peal
in December; also nine from Enfield, eight from Upper Clapton, five
from Edmonton, and four from Stepney, the latter being described by
Mr. A. A. Hughes, who proposed their election, as well-xnown College
Youths, and by Mr. C. T. Coles as members of a band which had
already made a name for itself in London. It was stated that the
number of members admitted was, if not a record, the highest at
one meeting for very many years.

The statement of accounts was submitted by Mr. W. H. Oram. It
showed an income from all sources of £28 15s.”6d. and a total balance
of £60 4s. 6d., which, under the new rules, was now transferred to
the Central Fund. A note was appended stating that the £73 13s. 8d.
of 3£ per cent. War Loan Stock had also been transferred to the
Central Fund. Amongst the items on the credit side was an amount
of £2 2s. voted by tho district to the St. George-in-the-East Bell Fund.

The accounts were adopted.

NEW DISTRICT SECRETARY.

Consequent upon the resignation of Mr. G. R. Goodship (district
secretary) during the autumn, some changes in officers took place.
Mr. T. J. Lock, who had been District Master for three years, was
proposed for the office of secretary by the chairman, and was unani-
mously elected amid applause.

Mr. G. A. Parsons was elected assistant hon. secretary. Mr. Alick
Cutler, of Willesden, the only nominee for the Mastership, was unani-
mously voted to that position.

Messrs. E. M. Atkins and H. Kilby and the Rev. A. S. Roberts
were elected as representatives on the Central Committee, after Mr.
G. B. Lucas had expressed a wish to retire in favour of a younger
man.—Mr. G. W. Fletcher was appointed auditor.

A vote of thanks to the retiring members of committee, Messrs.
G. B. Lucas and R. E. Geare, was carried with acclamation. It was
pointed out that Mr. Lucas had been on the committee in one capacity
or another since the association was formed.

Reference to the attendances at meetings was made by Mr. C. T.
Coles (general secretary). He said that there had been a considerable
improvement during the year, the average being 43, against 33 in 1937.
but they had not reached the high average (48) of 1936. He suggested
that further effort was needed.

To test the feeling of the meeting, the chairman proposed that the
selection of a special method for practice at meetings should be dis-
continued This was seconded by Mr. E. B. Hartley. An amendment
that they be continued was proposed by Mr. T. J. Lock, seconded by
Mr. A. W. Coles, and, after being supported by Messrs. Atkins anil
Holman, it was carried by a large majority.

St. Mary's Church, Finchley, was chosen for the next meeting, to
be held on March 18th. Double Court Minor was chosen as the special
method for this meeting.

St. Giles-in-the-Fields was selected for the next annual meeting of
the district in January, 1940.

The chairman gave a hearty welcome to the treasurer of the Ancient
Society of College Youths, Mr. A. A. Hughes, whom they were all
pleased to see. This was loudly applauded.

Mr. Hughes, rather taken aback at the welcome, reminded Mr.
Fletcher that he had long been a member of the association, and
stated that he was very glad to be able to come that day. He
thanked them for their welcome.

A vote of thanks was unanimously accorded to Mr. C. T. Coles for
acting as hon. secretary since the retirement of Mr. Goodship.

It was announced that a combined meeting of the association would
tcko place at Acton on March 4th at the invitation of the Rector (the
Rev. W. P. Gough): whilst the annual meeting would be held at
Bishopsgate on April 22nd.
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ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.

A NEW SECRETARY.
Society’s Successful Year.

The annual meeting of tho Society of Royal Cumberland Youths was
held at St. Martin-in-the-Fields on Saturday, January 28th. In the
absence of the Vicar (the Rev. Pat McCormick), the ringers were
welcomed to the church by the senior curate (the Rev. G. L. Davey),
who also joined the party at tea, which was served in the Crypt. He
was, however, unable to preside at the business meeting, which
followed in St. Martin's Parish Room, and the Master (Mr. G. H.
Cross) took the chair.

Before business commenced Mr. Cross informed the meeting of the
unavoidable absence of the Vicar through ill-health, and it was re-
solved to tend a letter expressing the society’s deep regret and to
wish him a speedy recovery.

Greetings were received by radiogram from Mr. L. H. Baybut, now
resident iu India. A letter of apology for absence was received from
Mr. J. Parker.

The hon. secretary (Mr. N. H. Summerhayes) presented a report
in which he referred to the satisfactory year the society had enjoyed.
Twenty-five new members had been elected and 14 peals rung, the
most prolific conductor being, as usual, Mr. G. Gilbert, who had called
six of that total.

Reference was made to the death of Mr. Frank Smith, a trustee of
the society, and the company stood in silence as a tribute to his
memory and other members who .had passed over during the year.

A word of congratulation was expressed on tlie celebration of two
golden weddings by members of the society—Mr. and Mrs. James
Parker, of Enneld, and Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Neale, both gentlemen
having done yeoman service for the society over a great number of
ears. .

Y The report of the treasurer showed that the balance had increased
by nearly £6 on the previous report.

The following new members were elected: Mr. T. Taylor,
Butcher, Mr. B. Weaver and Mr. W. Peck.

TREASURER ELECTED SECRETARY.

Mr. Norman Sumraerhayes resigned from the secretaryship, on
account of business ties, and names proposed to succeed nim were
Messrs. F. G. Symonds, R. Heazell and G. W. Steere, the last named
being elected as the result of a ballot.

The post of treasurer thus becoming vacant, it was, after discussion,
decidea to run the two posts by one person, in order to facilitate
tho working of the society. Tne newly-elected secretary told the
meeting he would onhv accept the dual responsibility on the under-
standing that it would be for one year, in order to see the result of
the experiment.

The other officers were elected or Te-elected as follows: Master, Mr.
G. H. Cross; trustees, Mr. A. H<irdy and Mr. C. J. Matthews;
auditors, Mr. A. J. W. Hughes and Mr. F. G. Symonds; stewards,
senior Mr. T. Bevan, junior Mr. R. Heazell; representatives on Central
Council, Messrs. J. Parker, G. H. Cross, G. Gilbert and G. W. Steere.

The Master, in reviewing the past year, spoke highly of the achieve-
ments of Mr. Ralph Bird in calling a peal of Spliced Minor in 14
methods, with 270 changes of methoa, and Mr. Cyril Burgess in con-
ducting his first peal, one of Minor, in several methods.

An announcement was made that the society’s annual dinner would
be held at the OIld Bell, Holborn, on March 18tli at 6.30 p.m. The
price would be 6s. per head, nnd particulars of towers open for ringing
on that date would be published in *The Ringing World ' shortly,
together with the names of those from whom tickets will be obtain-
able. To ensure the continued success of the function, it was hoped
members would support it as readily as they had in previous years.

Mr. Alfred Pye proposed a hearty vote of thanks to all the officers
for their good work during the past year, and said he hoped they
would long be spared to continue tneir efforts for the benefit of ringing
in general and the Society of Cumberland Youths in particular.

On the motion of Mr. G. Radley, it was decided to send letters of
appreciation to the authorities of St. Martin-in-the-Fields and St.
Olave’s, Hart Street, for the use of their bells during the afternoon.

Amon" the many friends from afar who visited either the towers or
the business meeting were Mr. and Mrs. Rupert Richardson (Surfleetd.
Messrs. A. Walker (Birmingham), F. Pervin (Coventry), W. Boftrill
and F. Dexter, of Leicester, and many others.

After the meeting the bells of St. Martin's were kept going as lon*
as time permitted, when those with further time at their disposal
made their way to a hostelry in the neighbourhood of King's Cross,
where the members of the National Guild of Police Ringers weTe
putting the finishing touches to a perfect day.

Miss X.

LATE NOTICE

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD. — Grappenhall
Branch. — The next branch meeting will be held at
Daresbury on Saturday, February i8th, commencing at

3 p.m. Please advise me not later than 15th if requiring
tea.— J. E. Ashcroft, Post Office, Grappenhall.
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THE BELLS OF NEWCASTLE-UNDER-LYME.

MAYOR'S GIFT OF ALE TO THE RINGERS.
Mutton, Turnips and Apple Dumpling.

Under wintry conditions a meeting of the North Staffordshire
Association was held at Newcastle-under-Lyme ou Saturday, January
7tli. Thirty members were present from Burslem Crewe, Draycott,
Cheadle, Fenton, Hanley, Longton, Leek, Newcastle, Stone, Stafford,
Stoke-on-Trent and Wolstanton. After tea had been partaken of, the
Rector of Newcastle (the Rev. C. J. Watkins) extended a hearty
welcome to all present. The usual vote of thanks was proposed by
Mr. A. W. Hall, supported by Mr. T. Hurd, and Mr. E. Steele thanked
the ladies for their nelp in preparing tea. The Rev. Father McDonald,
of Cheadle R.C. Church, was elected an honorary member.

The New Castle to which the borough of Newcastle-under-.Lyme in
the county of Stafford owes its name, and probably its existence, was
built by Ranulph Gernons, Earl of Chester, in Stephen’'s troubled
reign. The obvious security which the castle afforded against the
prevalent rapine and disorder induced several families of traders to
make their homes by its walls, and between the feasts of Michaelmas
1172 and 1173 they were given a charter by Henry Il. At this time
they numbered about 160, and it was these people who, in this reign,
built themselves a new church on the neighbouring hill, and dedicated
it to St. Giles, the patron saint of the woodland. Of this their church
only the tower survives to-day, and it is to this, the finest specimen
of mediseval architecture in the district, that | would turn your
attention in this mono-
graph.

The tower was built, to-
gether with its church,
and probably replacing a
Small Normau building on
this site, in the 13th
century, and in the style
known as Early English.

It still survives after
nearly 700 years as the
base of the present tower.
In the 14th century the
tower was raised, perhaps
when tlie new church in
the ‘ Decorated ' style of
architecture was built. The
middle courses of the
tower now standing are
made up very largely of
14th century masonry. It
is in this church that we
first hear of bells, the
actual date being 1503. It
is recorded that the ropes
for the bells were supplied
by craftsmen as part pay-
ment for acquiring the
freedom of the borough.
At the Reformation the
inventory of the church

goods was made:; and
under the date *the Vth
of May Anno Septimo
Edwardi Sexti’ is to be
found:—

* NEWCASTELL.

4Fyrste iiij belles in the Stepull and a Sanctus bell ' and

* iiij bells in the Stepull and a Saunce bell safely to be kepte untill
the Kinges Majesties pleasure be tlierin furder knowen.’

I,
sioners had introduced their reference to the bells with the word'
' Fyrste.” The church clock was mentioned in 1589, and in 1664 there
were chimes in the tower. The bells were increased to five in 1665.
It is remarkable that no alterations were made to the towor when in
1721 a building in the style typical of that decadent period was
erected, and perhaps it is even more remarkable that it is to this
period of spiritual stupor that we owe the recasting of the old five
bells into a fine peal of eight, which now form the heaviest eight of
the present peal.

The ring was cast in 1732 by Abraham Rudhall, one of the famous
Rudhalls of Gloucester. The bells were brought from Gloucester to
Bridgnorth by the River Severn and from Bridgnorth to Newcastle
by road—a difficult task in the days when roads were mere tracks.
Tn 1873-6 Sir Gilbert Scott built the present church, the fifth one to
be erected on the present site, one corresponding in style and character
to the tower, and formed the edifice which we now see. In 18% Sir
Francis Stainer completely recased the tower, and Mr. Turner rehung
the bells. In 1928 the bells were overhauled and retuned and two
new trebles were added by Messrs. Gillett and Johnston, of Croydon.

The dimensions of the plan of the tower are considerable. It
measures 32ft. by 32ft. 8m. externally at the base, exclusive of
buttresses, is five storeys high, and measures 110ft. from the level
of the ground at the western entrance to the parapet.
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In the well-kept ringing chamber are a set of handbells, 54 in
ntumbler, and a set of ' RULES to be observed by RINGEBS in this
steeple " :\—

‘If that to Ring you do come here,

You must Ring well with hand and car.
And if a Bell you overthrow.

Four pence is due before you go,

And if you ring in Spur or Hat,
Sixpence you pay, take care of that.
But if you either swear or curse,

Twelve pence is due, pull out your purse,
And for a pledge to make it sure,

Your Hat shall be the forfeiture.

Our Laws are old they are not new,
Therefore the Clerk must have his due.’

The belfry belongs to the early 15th century, the great belfry build-
ing ora, and the bell framing is of old timber and, together with a
small steel frame, holds the ten bells.

The older bells have the following inscriptions:—

Treble.—Peace and Good Neighbourhood.

2nd.—We were cast at Gloster by A. Rudhall.

3rd.—John Ridgway and Edward Vernon, Churchwardens.

4th.—John and Thomas Ridgway, Baliffs.

5th.—Thomas Fenton, Esq., Steward.

6th.—Rev. Robert Fenton, Cvrate.

7th.—John Fenton and Ralph Avdley, Justices of the Peace, Gentm.

Tenor.—James Taylor, Esq., Mayor, Gentm.

And two bells cast m 1928 :—

Treble.—Two trebles added by Churchfolk and townspeople, Decem-
ber, 1928. R. Beresford Mayor. L. J. Baggott, Rector. G. Eccleston,
C. H. Bayley, Wardens.

2nd.—We two were cast at Croydon, 1928, Gillett and Johnston,
Croydon. -

But perhaps the most singular thing about Newcastle-under-Lyme
from a ringer’'s point of view is the extraordinary relationship which
existed between the borough and the Parish Church ringers. From
very early times the Mayor and Corporation had almost complete
management of the church, and so of the bells. It was- the Mayor
and Corporation who, in 1732, had the ' back ' eight cast; and it was
from the tower that the tenor tolled what was called 4Rump’s Passing
Peal '—the signal to begin the demolition of the Nonconformist meet-
ing house in 1715, a riot aided and abetted by the Mayor, town clerk
and many of the burgesses.

Thero are several references to tho bells and the bellringcrs in the
town records. Of these | give the most interesting:—

1628 June 10th. Also it is agreed that Thomas Harrison the Church
Clarke shall not suffer any Peal to be rung upon the pain
of twelve pence without the consent of Mr. Mayor or his
Deputy for the time except to Prayers and Burials and that
sparingly.

November 7th. Isak Harrison at this Assembly was chosen
Clerke for this Borough by the consent of the Company and
Mr. Hall and he is to pay Widow Silleto 40/s and enter at
Christmas next and that the Bell Ropes shall be found and
provided for by the Town aud 33/s 4d deducted out of the
Clerke wages for provision thereof yearly.

November 1st. Agreed that Thomas Collier have the night
bell at. Christmas next and that ill consideration of his taking
care of the Boys in the Galleries whipping the Dogs out of
the Church and attend to walk the Fairs that he have 20/s
quarterly paid to him by the Receiver.

November 1st. Ordered and agreed that the Articles made
with Mr. Rudhall of Gloucester for new Casting the Bells foe
sealed with the Common Seal.

February 20th. Ordered that John Sneyd the Bell Hanger
be paid' his Bill for repairing- the Floore where the 8 new
bells are to be hung being £7 and that Ralph Boulton and
Thomas Lounds be paid their Bill of £11.15.0 for work done
at the Roofe under the new Leads on the top of the Steeple
and that both be paid by the Receiver.

July 22nd. Ordered and agreed that for the future the
Ringers Fees shall be as hereinafter follows that is to say
For ringing the Passing Bell 6d. The Bell to the House 6d.
and 4d, an Hour for every hour they have orders to toll and
if any person will have chiming in tbe morning and before
the Corpse are to be interred to pay 2/6 to the Churchwardens
towards the repair of the Ropes and 2/6 to the Ringers.

In common with other Newcastle ringers | long for those days not
much more than a hundred years ago (i.e. prior to 1825) when our

decessors received from the Mayor, the Sunday after he was elected,

quarts of ale, a leg of mutton, turnips and apple dumpling. On
the Monday they received about a quart of ale each, and when the
Mayor went out of office on the Sunday the ringers had 48 quarts of
ale, followed by 24 quarts next- day. They also received 12 quarts of
ale on November 5th. The photograph shows tbe 4Mayor's jug '’
which held the ale.

To-day Newcastle-under-Lyme is wholly modem in appearance, its
streets broad and busy, and all that remains of its 4new castle’ is
a grassy mound: yet in the midst of her changing life is still to be
seen a reminder of the age when men, with but little thought for
change or hurry, built such glorious houses for the worship of God.
QUAM DILECTA! KENNETH THACKER.

1657

1725

1732

1733

1737
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NORWICH ASSOCIATION S RECORD.
SOME SIGNIFICANT FACTS.
To the Editor.

Dear Sir,—IlIr. Corrigan's letter makes interesting reading, but I am
afraid he lias drawn largely on his imagination in leading your readers
to believe that the area covered by this association is a ringers'
paradise. The Norwich Association Is in as bad a plight or worse
than most others, a good deal of the trouble being, as elsewhere, lack
of recruits.

The huge peal total of this association can be definitely attributed
to its heyday, when a large part of Suffolk (including Ipswich) was
within its area.

I find affiliated to tho association are 39 towers, viz., 2 twelves,
2 tens, 14 eights, 15 sixes aud 6 fives. There are a very large number
of towers with no ringers and consequently unaffiliated. The two
twelves are seldom heard, the two tens are moribund, and | can call
to mind ten eight-bell towers in ringing order without ringers. These
hells are occasionally used by the comparatively small number of peal
enthusiasts.

The membership attached to the 39 towers is 291; there are 51 un-
attached resident members and 10 unattached non-resident members.
These members, together with 25 life members non-resident, rang 108
peals, roughly .3 of a peal per member.

The peal ringing is confined mainly to a comparatively few attached
members of the North and South Branches; in the North Branch there
were 52 peal ringers who rang an average of 5.77 peals each; East
Branch 2a peal ringers, who rang an average of 2.78 peals each; South
Branch 23 peal ringers with an average of 10 peals each; and West
Branch 24 peal ringers with an average of 2.45 peals each, a total of
127 ringers who took part in peals, which represents only 36 per cent,
of tho resident membership. Seventeen resident unattached members
rung an average of four peals each, four unattached non-resident
members averaged five peals each, and 25 life members averaged 1.8
peals each.

Mr. Corrigan’s statement that unattached ringers ring no peals in
Norfolk is obviously incorrect, also the statement that Norfolk lingers
keep their oyn bells fully occupied is very far from the fact.

There is no disguising the truth that ringing in Norfolk is not in a
stronger position than other parts of the country, but is much worse
than in many.

Get to it, Norfolk, and show how it can be done!

*NORFOLK DUMPLING.

THE 5,000tli PEAL.

The annual meeting of the North Norfolk Branch of the Norwich
Diocesan Association was held at the Abbey Church, Wytnondbam, on
Saturday, January 21st. Vax-ious methods from Grandsire Triples to
Cambridge and Superlative Surprise Major were rung during the day,
and the association service was conducted by the curate (the Rev. —
Holmes). Tea was served in the Vicarage Room.

At the business meeting which followed, the Rev. — .Tarvis (Vicar
of Wymondliam) was voted to the chair.

The Rev. E. W. Blyth, Rector of Northrepps, was elected branch
chairman, Mr. H. Tooke was re-elected branch secretarv, and Messrs.
G. Bailey, W. Clover, W. C. Duffield, G. Mayers and W. R. West
were elected to the Branch Committee. Messrs. G. Bailey and W. C.
Duffield were appointed to the Standing Committee of the association.

Mr. Albert Barber, of Gresseiiliall, was re-elected a performing
member.

Mr. F. Nolan Golden (general secretary and treasurer) gave a
detailed account of the association's work (luring tile past year, and
referred to the 5,000th peal rung by tho association. He announced
that that peal \was rung at Winterton on December 17th and was
c?ngulcted by the association's youngest conductor, Mr. Denis Baylis,
of Acle.

Mr. Golden, on behalf of the members, proposed a hearty vote of
thanks to the Vicar of Wymondham for allowing the members to visit
Wymondham once again for their annual branch meeting, also for the
use of the bells.—In replying. Mr. Jarvis referred to the excellent
support the church received from the Wymondham ringers. The
ringers not, only rang the bells when they wanted to do so. but were
always willing to ring when the church wanted the bells rung.

Members attended from Attleborough, Buxton, Banham. Burgh
Apton, Diss. Gressenhall, Garboldisbam, Hcthersett. Norwich, Shel-
fanger, Winfarthing, Great Yarmouth and the local comp.iny, and
Suffolk friends from Yaxley. Members of the North Norfolk Branch
wish to convoy their deepest sympathy to Mr. and Mrs. W. Clover and
family, of Wymondliam, in tneir recent bereavement.

The next meeting of tho branch will tako place at Northrepps on
Saturday. April 29th.

FORTY YEARS MEMBER OF LECKHAMPTON SOCIETY.

The St. Peter’s Society of Leckhampton aud the Cheltenham Branch
of the Gloucester and Bristol Diocesan Association have lost by death
one of their most respected members in the person of Mr. Arthur
Caudle. He had been a member of Leckhampton Society for 40 years
and had taken part in 14 peals of Grandsire Doubles, Grandsire and
Stedman Triples, Plain Bob. Treble Bob and Double Norwich Major.

The bells of St. Peter's Church were rung half-muffled on January
25th for the funeral as a last mark of respect, also on the following
Sunday evening for divine service.
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NOTICES.

GUILDFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — Leatherhead
District.— The annual district meeting- will be held at
Leatherhead on Saturday, February 11th. Bells avail-
able from 3 o’clock. Service at 5, tea and business meet-
ing following at the Duke’'s Head.— A. H. Smith, Hon.
Sec.

LADIES’ GUILD.— London District___Meeting at
Leyton Parish Church, Saturday, February 11th. (Ley-
ton station, L.N.E.R., from Liverpool Street.) Nice

light peal of eight in a beautiful and historic church.
Bells available 3 p.m. Service 4.30, followed by tea and
business meeting.—J. R. Housden, Hon. Sec.

EAST GRINSTEAD AND DISTRICT GUILD.—The
annual meeting will be held at East Grinstead (8) on
Saturday, Feb. nth. Tower open at 3 p.m. Service
4.30. Tea, 5.15. p.m., by kind invitation of the President
of the Guild (the Rev. Dr. G. Golding-Bird). Business
meeting to follow.— B. Saunders, 18, New Road, Ridge-
wood, Uckfield, Sussex.

ELY DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—Central Branch.
— The annual meeting will be held (d.v.) at Chatteris on
Saturday, Feb. nth. Service 4.15. Tea 5 p.m., and
please advise Mr. A. J. Abrams if you ARE coming. Bells
available 2.30 p.m., methods up to London Minor. If
attendance at this meeting is not better than of late the
amalgamation with Wisbecfi and Ely branches will be
advised. Suggestions, advice, members all welcomed.—
F. Warrington, Dis. Sec.

LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD.— Eastern Branch.—
The annual meeting will be held at St. Botolph’s, Bos-
ton, on Saturday, Feb. 11th. Bells available from 2.15.
Service 4.15. Tea in the Memorial Hall at 5 p.m. Busi-
ness meeting afterwards.—W . E. Clarke, Hon. Sec.,
Park House, 90, Norfolk Street, Boston, Lincs.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.—The Bur-
ton District will hold its first meeting of the year at New-
hall on Saturday, Feb. nth. Tea and meeting in Church
Room at 4.45 p.m. Any visitors will be welcomed, and
it is hoped all members will make a special effort to be
present.— J. W . Cotton, Overseal, Burton-on-Trent.

NORTH NOTTS ASSOCIATION.— The next meeting
will be held at Harworth (6), near Bawtry, on Feb. nth.
Rounds to Surprise. All ringers welcome. Please send
me a card for tea. R. Towler, 69, Ordsall [Road,
Retford.

LONDON COUNTY ASSOCIATION AND NORTH
SOUTHWARK DIOCESAN GUILD.— Annual general
meeting Feb. nth. Ringing, St. James’, Clerkenwell,
2.30 to 3.30; St. Mary-le-Bow, Cheapside, 2.30 to 3.30;
St. Clement Danes, Strand, 3 to 4 p.m. and 6 to 7 p.m.
Service 4.15 p.m. (New Service Book). Tea, Perdy’s
Restaurant, 5 p.m. Business meeting. Parish Room,
7.30 p.m., followed by handbell competition. Names for
this and tea as soon as possible to T. W . Taffender, Hon.
Sec., 26, Southway, Raynes Park, S.W. 20.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION. — Derby
District.— The annual meeting will be held at Derby on
Saturday, Feb. nth. By kind permission of the Provost,
the bells of the Cathedral (10) will be available from 4.30
p.m. till 8.30 p.m. Business meeting, for the election
of officers for the ensuing year and other business, will
be held in the belfry at 4 o’clock, and for the convenience
of those who care to attend earlier, handbells will be pro-
vided. All ringers welcome. — George Freebrey, Local
Hon. Sec., 81, Roe Street, Derby.
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LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Liverpool Branch.
=—The monthly meeting of this branch will be held at St.
Francis Xavier’s, on Saturday, Feb. nth. The tower
will be open at 2.30 p.m. Service at 4. Tea and meet-
ing to follow. There will be further ringing in the even-

ing. A hearty invitation is extended to all ringers.—
G. R. Newton, Branch Sec., 57, Ampthill Road, Liver-
pool 17.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Canterbury Dis-
trict.— The spring meeting will be held at Walmer on
Saturday, February iith. Bells (8) available from 3
p.m. Service 4.15 p.m., tea following (Is. per head).
Subscriptions for 1939 are now due, and may be paid to
me at this meeting.— B. J. Luck, Hon. Dis. Sec., 20,
Beaconsfield Road, Canterbury.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.—The ad-
journed annual meeting of the West Norfolk Branch will
be held at Swaffham on Saturday, Feb. nth, not on Feb.
4th, as first arranged. Service at 4.30. Tea, is. each,
at Messrs. Lane’s Caffe at 5 o’clock.—W . J. Eldred,
Branch Sec., 4, Wellington Street, King’'s Lynn.

LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION.— Preston Branch. —
The next meeting will be held at Higher Walton (S bells)
on Saturday, February ntb. Tower open 3 o’clock. A
good attendance will be much appreciated.—A. Blogg,
Branch Sec.

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
— llchester Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will be
held at Martock on Saturday, Feb. nth. Bells available
all the afternoon. Service'4.30. Tea 5 p.m. Meeting
to follow. Please notify for tea.— F. Farrant, Martock.

TO-MORROW, February 11th, Hinckley District of
the Midland Counties Association is holding a ringing
meeting at Desford. Usual time. There is just time
for the usual postcard for tea addressed to Mr. G. Dale,
Church Lane, Desford, near Leicester—W. A. Wood,
Dis. See.

BEDFORDSHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Biggleswade
District.— A meeting will be held at Southill on Satur-
day, Feb. nth. Bells (6) available at 3 p.m. Tea at
5. All will be welcome. Please come and let us have a
good company.— C. J. Ball, 25, Tempsford Road, Sandy.

SUFFOLK GUILD. — A meeting will be held at
Bury St. Edmunds on Saturday, February nth. Bells
available at St. Mary’s, 2 to 3.30; St. James’ 3.30 to 5.
Tea 5.30 p.m., at Sharpe’s, Brentgovel St.— H. G. Herbert,
Hon. Sec.

GLOUCESTER AND BRISTOL DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.— Bristol City Branch.— A quarterly meeting
will be held at St. Nicholas' (City) on Saturday, Feb. nth.
Bells (x0) from 3.30 p.m. Tea and meeting to follow at
Princes Cafe, 5 p.m.—A. M. Tyler, Branch Sec., 5, Addison
Road, Bristol, 3.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Reading Branch.—
The annual meeting will be held on Saturday, Feb. nth.
Service, 5 p.m., at St. Mary’s Church. Tea, is. per
head, at St. Mary’s Church House, Chain Street, fol-

G. & F. COPE & CO.,

TOWER CLOCK

ESTIMATES SUBMITTED FOR NEW CLOCKS, CHIME ADDITIONS,
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lowed by meeting. Ringing at St. Peter’s, Caversham,
St. Mary’s and St. Laurence’'s during afternoon, 3.30
p.m. to 5 pm.—E. G. Foster, Hon. Sec., 401, London
Road, Reading.

SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
— There will be ringing for evensong at St. Olave’s, Hart
Street, E.C.3, on February 12th, at 5.30 p.m. All
ringers welcome.— G. W . Steere, Hon. Sec., 46, Milton
Avenue, Sutton, Surrey.

ANCIENT SOCIETY OF COLLEGE YOUTHS (Es-
tablished 1637).— Meetings, February: *St. Mary-le-
Bow, 14th; St. Magnus’, 16th; St. Giles’, Cripplegate,
21st; St. Andrew’s, Holborn, 23rd; *St. Paul’'s Cathe-
dral, 28th. ~Business meeting afterwards. All at 7.30,
except St. Andrew’s, 8 p.m.—A. B. Peck, Sec., Brank-
some, 1, Eversfield Road, Reigate, Surrey.

LADIES’ GUILD AND SURREY ASSOCIATION_ _
A joint mid-week meeting will be held at Benhilton on
Wednesday, Feb. 15th. Bells available from 3.30 p.m.
Tea, 5.30, at the Rendezvous Caffe, Sutton Green. Ring-
ing- again in the evening. Numbers for tea to be sent to
Mr. F. H. Randall, 7 Bushey Road, Sutton, by Monday,

Feb. 13th.— 1. R. Housden and F. G. Woodiss, Hon.
Dis* Sees.
LANCASHIRE ASSOCIATION. — Manchester

Branch~—The next meeting will be held at St. Peter’s,
Ashton-under-Lyne, on Saturday, Feb. 18th. Ringing
at 6 p.m. Members and non-members are cordially in-
vited to attend.— Joseph H. Ridvard, Branch Sec.

DURHAM AND NEWCASTLE DIOCESAN ASSO-
CIATION.—The pre-Lent meeting will be held as a
joint meeting with the Cleveland and North Yorkshire
Association at West Hartlepool on Saturday, February
18th, when the bells of St. Oswald’s (10) and St. Aidau's
(8) will be available. Committee meeting in St. Oswald’s
Vestry at 4 p.m. Tea will be provided at a reasonable
charge in St. Oswald’s Church Hall at 5 p.m., and re-
quirements should reach Mr. F. Robson, 13, Grainger
Street, West Hartlepool, by Thursday, February 16th,
at latest.— Roland Park, Hon. Sec., 23, Oaklands Ter-
race, Darlington.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.—A meeting of the
Maidstone District will be held at All Saints’, Maidstone,
on Saturday, Feb. 18th. The peal of 10 bells will be
available from 3 till 5, and after tea. A special business
meeting will take place following the tea at the Old
Palace. Members who do not send their notifications to
me by Wednesday, Feb. 15th, must be prepared to make
their own arrangements for tea.— A. Waddington, Hon.
Dis. Sec., Malthouse Farm, Egerton.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION.— North-Eastern Division.—
A quarterly meeting will be held at Great Bentley (bells
8) on Saturday, Feb. 18th. Service in Church at 4.30,
followed by the meeting at 5 p.m. Will all those in-
tending to be present please notify me as soon as
possible? — J. R. Sparling, Dis. Sec., Station Hotel,
Wivenhoe.

NOTTINGHAM)

MANUFACTURERS.
REPAIRS

OR REPAINTING OF DIALS.
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OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.—V.W.H. Branch—
The spring meeting will be held at Uffington on Satur-
day, February 18th. Bells (5) available at 2.30. Service
at 4.30. Please notify for teas not later than Thursday,
February 16th.— R. Gilling, Hon. Sec., Fernham, Faring-
don, Berks.

WINCHESTER AND PORTSMOUTH DIOCESAN
GUILD.— Meeting of Southampton District at Bishop-
stoke on Saturday, February 18th. Bells from 2.30 p.m.
Tea 5. Names by February 16th, please.— G. Pullinger,
17, Stoke Park Road, Bishopstoke, Hants.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD.— Newbury Branch.
— The next meeting will be held at Shaw-cum-Donning-
ton on Saturday, February 18th. Bells (6) available at
3 o’clock. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea, 5 p.m., at 6d. each.
All ringers welcome. Please let me know by February
15th how many for tea.— T. J. Fisher, Hon. Sec., Arnis-
ton, Manor Lane, Newbury.

CHESTER DIOCESAN GUILD.—Crewe Branch—
The next meeting of the above branch will be held at
Audlem (8 bells) on Saturday, February 18th. Ringing
from 3.30 p.m. Will all those who intend to be present
kindly let me know by the 16th inst. ?— Richard D. Lang-
ford, Hon. Branch Sec., 118, Ruskin Road, Crewe.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Leicester
District.— A mid-quarterly meeting will be held at St.
Mary’s, Knighton, Leicester (5 bells), on February 18th.
Ringing at 3 p.m. Service at 4.30 p.m. Tea in the
Church Rooms, Knighton Road at 5 p.m., for those who
notify me not later than February 16th.— H. W . Perkins,
Hon. Dis. Sec., 53, Landseer Road, Leicester.

WARWICKSHIRE GUILD— The next meeting is to
take place on Saturday, February 18th, at Arley (6 bells),
instead of Exhall as arranged. Bells available during
afternoon and evening. Tea provided.— D. E. Beamish,
Gen. Hon. Sec., 21, Gipsy Lane, Nuneaton.

KENT COUNTY ASSOCIATION.— Ashford District
and Romney Marsh Guild.— A combined meeting will be
held at Tenterden on Saturday, February 18th. Bells
ready 3. Service 4.30. Tea 5 p.m.—P. Page, Hon. Dis.
Sec., 110, Canterbury Road, Kennington, Ashford, Kent.

BUSHEY.— Saturday, February 18th. Bells open
3.30 till 8.15. Tea at 5.15. Please notify for tea by
February 15th, so that adequate arrangements may be

made.— C. H. Horton, 53, Aldenham Road, Bushev
(Citv 4270). Herts Association.

SALISBURY DIOCESAN GUILD.—West Dorset
Branch.— The Langford-Beams memorial meeting will

be held at Beaminster on Saturday, February 18th. Bells
(8) available 3 p.m. Service 4.30. Tea and meeting to
follow.— C. H. Lathey, Sec.

BATH AND WELLS DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION.
— Crewkerne Deanery Branch.— The annual meeting will
be held at llminster on Saturday, February 18th. Bells
at 3 p.m. Tea at 5 p.m. Service 6.30 p.m. Please
notify early for tea.— D. G. Taylor, Braeside, lIminster.

MIDLAND COUNTIES ASSOCIATION.— Lough-
borough District.— A meeting will be held at Hathern on
Saturday, February 18th. Bells available from 3 p.m.
Service at 4.30, followed by tea and meeting at 5 p.m.
Good bus services from Loughborough, Coalville, etc.
Please make an effort to attend, and don’t forget a post-
card to Mr. C. Durby, Hathern, near Loughborough,
Leicester, if you want your tea. Subscriptions for 1939
are now due.—A. E. Rowley, Hon. Sec., Hyom, Peni-
stone Street, Ibstock, Leicester.
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LINCOLN DIOCESAN GUILD— Elloe Deaneries
Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at Spalding on
Saturday, February 18th. Bells available from 2 p.m.
Service 3.30 p.m. Tea 4.15 p.m. Business meeting
afterwards. Will those intending to be present kindly let
me know by February 14th?— Geo. Ladd, Hon. Sec,,
Pinchbeck, Spalding.

SWANSEA AND BRECON DIOCESAN GUILD—
Northern Branch.— The annual meeting of the branch
will be held at Brecon on Saturday, February 18th. St.
Mary’s bells available 3 p.m. Service 4.30 p.m. Tea
in the Church House at the kind invitation of the Vicar.
Please notify not later than February 13th to J. P. Hyett,
Dis. Sec., Dulas Terrace, Hay.

OXFORD DIOCESAN GUILD. — North Bucks
Branch.— Newport Pagnell Deanery.—A meeting at
North Crawley, on Saturday, February 25th. Ring up
2.30. Tea 4.45.—Rev. J. F. Amies, Ravenstone Vicar-
age, Olney, Bucks.

NORWICH DIOCESAN ASSOCIATION. — East
Norfolk Branch.— The annual meeting will be held at St.
Margaret’s Church, Lowestoft, on Saturday, February
25th. Bells (8) from 3 p.m. Service at 4.15 p.m. Tea
at St. Nicholas’ House at 5 p.m. Business meeting after
tea. All ringers welcome. But ‘ Mr. Harwood wants
to know ' the names or numbers for tea, so just send a
postcard, chums. Address to J. G. W . Harwood, 4, Cob-
den Terrace, Northgate Street, Great Yarmouth.

ESSEX ASSOCIATION. — Northern Division.—A
meeting will be held at Coggeshall on Saturday, Febru-
ary 25th. Bells (8) available from 2.30 p.m. Service at
4.30 p.m. Tea and business meeting to follow. Will all
those intending to be present please notify Mr. V. Mor-
ley, 10, St. Peter's Road, Coggeshall, Essex, not later
than first post, Wednesday, February 22nd ? Subscrip-
tions for 1939 are now due.— Hilda G. Snowden, Hon.
Dis. Sec., 3, Belle Vue, Hedingham Road Halstead.

ST. MARTIN'S GUILD FOR THE DIOCESE OF
BIRMINGHAM (Established 1755).— The 51st annual
Henry Johnson Commemoration Dinner will be held at
the Imperial Hotel, Temple Street, Birmingham, on
Saturday, February 25th, at 6 p.m. prompt, Rev. Canon
Stuart Blofeld, B.A., Vicar of Edgbaston, in the chair.
The following towers will be open: St. Martin’s, Bull
Ring (12) and Aston Parish Church (12), 3.30 to5 p.m .;
Cathedral Church of St. Philip (10), 4 to 5.30 p.m. ; St.
Chad’s R.C. Cathedral (8), 3 to 4 p.m. Tickets will be
issued to fully-paid-up ringing members at 2s. each; to
other members and friends at 6s. 6d. each. Early appli-
cation is requested, but latest date is 23rd inst—T. H.
Reeves, Hon. Sec., 136, Newton Road, Sparkhill, Birm-
ingham, 11.

LEICESTER AND DISTRICT SOCIETIES— The

annual dinner will be held at the George Hotel, Leicester,
near Clock Tower, on Saturday, February 25th, at 6.30
p.m. prompt. Ringing at Leicester Cathedral 4.30 p.m.
till 6 p.m. Another tower next week. Tickets, 3s. to
be obtained from me not later than Wednesday, February
22nd.— H. W . Perkins, 53, Landseer Road, Leicester.
_ SURREY ASSOCIATION.— The annual general meet-
ing will be held at Southwark Cathedral on March 4th.
Bells (12) available from 3 p.m. Evensong at 5 p.m.
Tea (Is. per head) at The Chapter House, St. Thomas’
Street, S.E.i, followed by meeting. Please send notifi-
cations for tea to me by 28th inst.— E. G. Talbot, Hon
Sec., 53, Birchwood Avenue, Wallington, Surrey.
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SOCIETY OF ROYAL CUMBERLAND YOUTHS.
__The annual dinner will take place on Saturday, March
18th, at 6.30 p.m., at the Old Bell Restaurant, Holborn,
E.C. Tickets, price 6s. each, may be obtained from
either of the following: Messrs. T. Bevan, J. Carnford,
G. H. Cross, T. H. Francis, G. Gilbert, R. Heazell, J.
Parker, G. Radley, A. H. Pulling, N. Summerhayes or
the secretary. Arrangements for ringing will be an-
nounced later.— G. *W. Steere, Sec., 46, Milton Avenue,
Sutton, Surrey.

NATIONAL GUILD OF POLICE RINGERS.—Will
those members of the National Guild of Police Ringers
who were unable to attend the annual meeting in London
kindly forward their subscription to Sergt. H. G. Jenney,
Acting Sec., City Police Headquarters, Leicester?

HANDBELLS FOR SALE.
GOOD PEAL OF 12 Handbells for Sale. Tenor F
sharp. Price 45/-. M. Smith, 16, Church Lane, Banbury.

Bell Fruit Stand or Electric Lamp

Accurately Modelled and
Coloured

FRUIT STAND
Height 9in. Width Ilin.

Price 25/-

ELECTRIC LAMP, fitted
complete, Height Xft. 4in.
Price 25/

Inscriptions extra at 3/- per
dozen letters

Packing and Postage 1/-

POTTERS ARTS GUILD Ltd.

COMPTON, GUILDFORD

‘THE COLLEGE YOUTHS’

A History of the Society
by J. ARMIGER TROLLOPE

" This is one of the very few books | hare read which seem to
me might, with advantage, have been considerably longer.—The
Dean of St. Paul's

''Ur. Trollope has achleved more than his immediate purpose
of writing a history of the Society of College Youths. So closely
has the guild been identified with English change ringing that its
history is to a very large extent an account of the ancient sport of
rrngmg developed into an elaborate art. . .

* Throughout his book Mr. Trollope takes his readers into a
strange and fascinating world whose traditions so peculiarly
English deserve far more popular attention than they usually
receive."—The Guardian.

5/6 INCLUDING PACKING AND
POSTAGE

Direct from 'The Ringing World'
Lower Pyrford Road, Woking, Surrey

THE RINGING WORLD

DON'T SCRUB
YOUR HANDS!

Cleanse and preserve your
skin this simple way

To many people, t e oblem of
ett %é/ & real ean with-
a min es in is rrous one.

re se . an rrme w ic Torﬂe
ores of t

grmgx?rlgmelmgfﬁculgho remove
and ordinar mg s0a
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gnag;l 800 PE DERI\?AFOA mﬁ?t
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Men.. too— hen ou ve ||sh2\d
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around nails and r”o ever

Hrrnute cfr %se removing all trace of
rtin a flas

ErqlgcrsneersrmteF;gmters Car Me
?ERMA EORNI e moden
! gt %n £ cleansing and protecting

Sold in 6d. and 1/- Tubes

Ask for Huxley’s Dermafoam at your
Chemists and, If unable to obtain,
write to

Huxley's Laboratories
59, Dingrwall Road, CROYDON
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ALFRED BOWELL,
Church Bell IPSWICH

Founder

The Jasper Snowdon Series

REVISED PRICES.
' ROPE-S1GHT," Is. 10d.; ninth edition; I1SO pages; treat* Plain Bob
commencing on three bells.
'GRANDSIRE," 2s. 10d.; second edition; 204 pages, commencing on
five bells, complete with the Thompson Oharte, etc.
*6TANDARD METHODS," ninth edition, 2s. 10d.
«STEDMAN," 2s. 10d.—NOW READY.
J. Armiger Trollope.
Contains full instruction* for ringing and conducting the method

An entirely new book by

Davies, M.A., P.R.A.S. Contains a tabulated list of peals, 10
diagrams, 128 pages.
All post free, on receipt of postal order, from
Miss Margaret E. SNOWDON, Cartmel, Lancs

THE RINGING

WORLD February 10th, 1939.

‘THE WORLD'S BEST BELLROPES’

NOTED FOR EASY HANDLING AND NON - STRETOHINQ

JOHN PRITCHARD <npes>Ltd.

CHURCH BBLL ROPB MANUFACTURERS

LOUGHBOROUGH

BST. 1820 PRICE LIST OP
TBL. 2400 THB SOLB MAKBRS

_Clock “nd Chiming Ropes
Flexible Ends, Splicing™and Repairs

RINGING MATS AND BELL MUFFLERS

Suitable for Presentation or

Wedding Gift

The Central Council Publications Correctly Modelled BELL INKSTAND peeiigny Id Solid Slim

TO BE OBTAINED POST FREE.
From the Hon. Librarian.

Mr. W. H. J. HOOTON, North Lodge, Bilton Grange, naar Rugby.
d.
COLLECTION OF PEALS — Section 1. (Odd-Bell Treble
Dominated MethodS) ..o
COLLECTION OF PEALS— Section 1Il. (Plain Bob and
Double Oxford BOD) ..o 9
COLLECTION OF PEALS—Section HI. (Double Norwioh) 9

CORRIGENDA LEAFLET issued free with the above oollectlona
COLLECTION OF PLAIN MAJOR AND CATER METHODS

(Out of Print)
................................ 1 0
(Out of Prmt)

COLLECTION OF TRIPLES METHODS
ffODBL RULES FOR A LOCAL COMPANY
REPORT OF CONFERENCE WITH S.P.A.B..
CARBDSL?JFB INSTRUCTIONS IN THB CARE AND USE OF

e o= e fi

ON THE PRESERVATION OF BELLS (Out Of Print)

METHOD SHEETS.—Stedman and Grandsire Triples 3
Cambridge Surprise Major ... 2
Double Norwich and Cambridge Court 3
Bristol Surprise Major ... 2

HINTS TO INSTRUCTORS AND BEGINNERS 2

VARIATION AND TRANSPOSITION ..o 1 0
PUBLICATIONS.

*GRANDSIRE DOUBLES AND TRIPLES, Simply
Explained,” 9th thousand, 6}d. each, or 5s. 9d. dozen,
post free. By 1. Roe and M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

*BOB MINOR AND MAJOR, Simply Explained,” 2nd

thousand. For Beginners on 6 bells. Same price and
address as above.

‘CAMBRIDGE MINOR AND MAJOR, for those
about to begin more advanced methods. 7%d. each,
6s. 9d. dozen, post free. From M. Broome, Orchards,
Wonersh, Surrey.

BELL ROPES  FLAGS_  AND

BE8T QUALITY |OWSST PRICES BUNTING

HEFRERT J. GRAY, LD

([ntorporating JOSHUA C. OLOOG f CO.)
Rope and Flag Works - EXETER, DEVON

4in.
38/8

Sin.
80/-

4}in.
4718

5}in
70/-

8iin.
25/-

3}in.
80/-

Diameter
Price

2}In
16/a
The Mn. size is also made to hold BOcigarettes.

Initials and Inscriptions Engraved at Moderate Charges
CcC C P I |

2jin,
1w6

Jeweller
and Optician

W O K IN G

T cC D1 1
.C .

Telephone 276

JOHN SMITH

Printed for the Proprietor by the Woodbridee Press, Ltd., Guild-
ford, and Published by the Rolls House Publishing Co., Ltd., Bream’s
Bmldmgs London, E.C.4.



